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INTRODUCTION 


This book is written with a definite purpose. 
It seeks to be a contribution to an improved dis- 
cipleship. It discusses ten of the most vital sub- 
jects in the composition and completion of a 
human soul in his preparation for effective service 
for Christ. The best resource that God has put 
within the reach of humanity is the Savior, Jesus 
Christ. The most fruitful product of his Savior- 
hood is a saved, trained, enlisted human person- 
ality in action in carrying out the will of God in 
the saving of a lost humanity. The greatest need 
of the kingdom of God is an improved disciple- 
ship, a discipleship certain of its divine possessions 
with a widening vision of its opportunities and a 
burning sense of its spiritual obligations. This 
book proposes to go as far as possible into the is- 
sues of the soul’s heritage, responsibilities and 
obligations as it faces the will of God under the 
commission of Jesus Christ. The author begins 
with divine ownership and ends with eternal di- 


vine companionship. Between these two eter- 
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nities are discussed the most vital and far-reaching 
and eternally meaningful obligations of the saved 
soul. A heavenly sonship is the most glorious 
heritage growing out of divine ownership. On 
the basis of this double relationship—-God’s own- 
ership and our sonship—there follow and press on 
us the other immeasurable glories and obligations 
discussed in this volume. As children of God, 
brothers and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ, we find 
ourselves in debt to all men. It is a debtorship 
we can never fully pay. We find ourselves with 
the gospel on our hands, under the binding respon- 
sibility of this never-ending trusteeship. This 
debtorship and trusteeship put on us a guardian- 
ship of souls from which we cannot escape. Every 
child of God is God’s watchman on the walls of 
warning overlooking the destinies of ruined hu- 
manity. It is an inescapable guardianship. (The 
whole world is on the soul of each disciple of 
Christ. Then there follows out of these relation- 
ships a soul-winning ambassadorship. We are 
charged by divine authority with the representa- 
tion of the whole kingdom of God at the door of 
every lost soul. This obligation is without bound- 
aries and without barriers. It crosses all lines, 
geographical, national, social, political and racial, 
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in its journey of carrying the whole truth of the 
gospel to every unsaved individual in the world. 
In this great common task to redeem lost human- 
ity there are multifold and glorious fellowships: 
fellowship with God, fellowship with the disciples 
of Jesus, the fellowship of suffering, the fellow- 
ship of spiritual soldiery, the fellowship of tri- 
umphs. These sweeten the life of hardships for 
Jesus Christ. Then there comes pressing down 
upon the consciences and purses and all the mate- 
tial holdings of this improved and responsible 
discipleship a scriptural stewardship—a steward- 
ship of life, love, talent, personality, influence, 
prayer, soul-winning and especially a financial 
stewardship. God owns not only us, but our 
money. We owe to him the dividends on our in- 
vestments and these dividends, at least a tithe of 
them, should be constantly invested in the en- 
largement of his kingdom. ‘This stewardship 
presses upon conscience, conduct, time and all our 
earthly possessions and causes a divine expectancy 
from us in the discharge of this holy stewardship. 
Then we should remember that we are partners in 
this great common task—a threefold task of sav- 
ing the souls of men, of training the minds of men, 
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of healing and blessing the bodies of men. Christ 
is our partner. 

This book discusses the obligations and relation- 
ships of this partnership. The climax of the 
whole matter is in an eternal comradeship with 
God the Father, Christ the Son, the Holy Spirit 
the Comforter, and with God’s ransomed, blood- 
washed throng whom he houses in that eternal 
habitation not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. 

The purpose of this little volume is to help 
God’s people train and bring into spiritual action 
and discipline for the highest service a new army 
for Jesus Christ, having the mind of Christ and 
endued with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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SCRIPTURES 


1. Psalm 24: 1—“The earth is the Lord’s, and 
the fulness thereof; the world, and they that 
dwell therein.” 

2. Deut. 10: 12-14—‘‘And now, Israel, what 
doth the Lord thy God require of thee, but to fear 
the Lord thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to 
love him, and to serve the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart and with all thy soul. To keep the com- 
mandments of the Lord, and his statutes, which I 
command thee this day for thy good? Behold, 
the heaven and the heaven of heavens is the 
Lord’s thy God, the earth also, with all that 
therein is.” 

3. Deut. 8: 11-18—“Beware that thou forget 
not the Lord thy God, in not keeping his com- 
mandments, and his judgments, and his statutes, 
which I command thee this day: Lest when thou 
hast eaten and art full, and hast built goodly 
houses, and dwelt therein; And when thy herds 
and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy 
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gold is multiplied, and all that thou hast is multi- 
plied; Then thine heart be lifted up, and thou 
forget the Lord thy God, which brought thee forth 
out of the land of Egypt from the house of 
bondage; Who led thee through that great and 
terrible wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents, 
and scorpions, and drought, where there was no 
water, who brought thee forth water out of the 
rock of flint; Who fed thee in the wilderness with 
manna, which thy fathers knew not, that he might 
humble thee, that he might prove thee, to do thee 
good at thy latter end; And thou say in thine 
heart, My power and the might of mine hand 
hath gotten me this wealth. But thou shalt re- 
member the Lord thy God: for it is he that giveth 
thee power to get wealth, that he may establish 
his covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as 
it is this day.” 

4. 1 Chron. 29: 11-13—“Thine, O Lord, is the 
greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the 
victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the 
heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is the king- 
dom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as head above 
all. Both riches and honour come of thee, and 
thou reignest over all; and in thine hand is power 
and might; and in thine hand it is to make great, 
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and to give strength unto all. Now therefore, 
our God, we thank thee, and praise thy glorious 
name.” 

5. Hag. 2:8—“The silver is mine, and the 
gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts.” 

6. Psalm 50: 10—‘“For every beast of the 
forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand 
hills.” 

7. Lev. 26:3-6, 9-12—“If ye walk in my 
statutes, and keep my commandments, and do 
them; Then I will give you rain in due season and 
the land shall yield her increase, and the trees of 
the field shall yield their fruit. And your thresh- 
ing shall reach unto the vintage, and the vintage 
shall reach unto the sowing time; and ye shall eat 
your bread to the full, and dwell in your land 
safely. And I will give peace in the land, and ye 
shall lie down, and none shall make you afraid: 
and I will rid evil beasts out of the land, neither 
shall the sword go through your land. . . . And 
I will have respect unto you, and make you fruit- 
ful, and multiply you, and establish my covenant 
with you. And ye shall eat old store, and bring 
forth the old because of the new. And I will set 
my tabernacle among you: and my soul shall not 
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abhor you. And I will walk cai ennui, and will 
be your God, and ye shall be my people.” 

S$, 2 Cor. 0: Meehan are not your own for 
ye are bought with a price.” 

9g. Rom. 14: 8—“For whether we live, we live 
unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto 
the Lord: whether we live therefore, or die, we are 
the Lord’s.” 


CHAPTER I 
DIVINE OWNERSHIP 


In the social order there are three big entities— 
God, man and things. God is eternal, hence un- 
made. Out of the inexhaustible resources of his 
power he first made things—the world, light, 
physical life, and the laws that govern. He then 
made man and made him to be the lord of things. 
He gave him all the essential vitalities for his 
support and happiness. He made man the head 
of the animal race, gave him the powers of con- 
quest and told him to conquer. The great respon- 
sibilities of life are found in the relationships of 
these three entities. One of the big problems 
facing man in his life in this world is the gift of 
property, ownership of things, the control of 
things and the laws, rights and privileges growing 
out of this possession. Man, born to conquer with 
the inherent instinct of conquest, has been seeking 
from his early history to own and control things. 
Government is mainly troubled with property 
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rights and the things growing out of possession. 
This question of property affects the whole life of 
man, social, economic, political, religious. It 
enters into the very fabric of his happiness, his 
weal or woe. When we come to the inter-rela- 
tionships of man and God in man’s religious life, 
we face at once the problem of ownership. The 
spread of the kingdom of God is vitally connected 
with and immeasurably dependent upon the ques- 
tion of property, ownership, possessions. So, one 
of the big questions faced by Christian man at the 
very beginning and on to the end of his earthly 
life is the question 


Whose Are We? 


The question is, whose possessions are man and 
all forms of earthly and worldly property? Does 
man belong to himself? Does he hold fee simple 
title to the earth and all there is in it? Or, is 
man God’s; is the world God’s? At the very be- 
ginning of the Christian’s life this question should 
be settled and until it is settled all other problems 
will remain in a sense unsettled. I wish in this 
chapter for us to face this vital question of owner- 
ship and face it, not from the economic or indus- 
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trial or social or political point of view, but purely 
from the point of view of the kingdom of God and 
the establishment of righteousness in the world; 
and the first question for us to settle is the ques- 
tion of whose is man? Who is entitled to the 
possessive case of the human race? Who owns 
man as man? The Word of God clearly settles 
it. The whole system of the Bible is built on the 
hypothesis of God’s ownership of man. The 
Adamic race is God’s. That Israel is God’s special 
people and possession, chosen by him for a specific 
purpose and guided by his providential care to a 
determined end, in no sense violates the doctrine 
of God’s universal ownership of man. This is 
specifically proved by 


God’s Five-fold Claim. 


There are five great, outstanding facts of his- 
tory establishing and proving God’s universal and 
specific ownership of man as man. 

1. His claim by creation. Gen. 1: 27-28 says, 
“So God created man in his own image, in 
the image of God created he him; male and 
female created he them. And God blessed 
them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, 
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and multiply, and replenish the earth, and 
subdue it: and have dominion over every liv- 
ing thing that moveth upon the earth.” And 
in Gen. 2:7 it is said, “And Jehovah God 
formed man of the dust of the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; 
and man became a living soul.” God's crea- 
tive act gave him absolute possession over 
the product of his hand. It is the right of 
the maker over the thing made and this right 
is recognized by the laws of civilized man 
everywhere. In Heb. 11:3 it is said, “By 
faith we understand that the worlds were 
framed by the word of God, so that things 
which are seen were not made of things 
which do appear’; and in John 1:2 it is 
said, “All things were made through him 
(Jesus Christ); and without him was not 
anything made that hath been made.” Thus, 
the New Testament puts its affirmative ap- 
proval on the doctrine of God’s creative 
ownership over man. In the last quoted 
Scripture it states that Jesus Christ was the 
creative author of the universe. Hence, man 
was made by the hands of him who was 
crucified for man’s redemption. 
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2. The claim by preservation. God has not only 
made man and the world, but man is kept 
by God’s preserving power. In Heb. 1: 1-3 
it says, ““God, having of old time spoken unto 
the fathers in the prophets by divers por- 
tions and in divers manners, hath at the end 
of these days spoken unto us by his Son, 
whom he appointed heir of all things, and 
through whom also he made the worlds; who 
being the effulgence of his glory and the 
very image of his substance, and upholding 
all things by the word of his power, when 
he had made purification of sins, sat down 
on the right hand of the Majesty on high.” 
‘This definitely states that all things, even 
man himself, are upheld and preserved by 
the hand of God’s power. In Col. 1: 13-17 
it is stated, speaking of Jesus Christ, God’s 
Son, “All things have been created through 
him; and unto him; and he is before all 
things; and in him all things consist (or hold 
together ).” 

These and other passages in the Word of 
God tell us that God has the claim to the 
possession of man by the right of his pre- 
serving and keeping power. 
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The claim of providential care. Not only 
does God preserve us, but he feeds us and 
clothes us and furnishes us all the elemental 
factors of life. In Matt. 6: 25-32 this great 
fact is set out. Jesus here announces, ““There- 
fore I say unto you, Be not anxious for your 
life, what ye shall eat or what ye shall drink; 
or yet for your body, what ye shall put on. 
Is not the life more than food and the body 
more than raiment? Behold the birds of 
the heaven: that they sow not, neither do 


they reap nor gather into barns; yet your 


heavenly Father feedeth them. Are not ye 
of much more value than they? And which 
of you by being anxious can add one cubit 
unto his stature? And, are you anxious con- 
cerning raiment? Consider the lilies of the 
field, how they grow. They toil not, neither 
do they spin; and yet I say unto you that 
even Solomon, in all his glory, was not ar- 
rayed like one of these. But if God hath 
so clothed the grass of the field, which to-day 
is and to-morrow is cast into the oven, shall 
he not much more clothe you, O ye of little 
faith? Be not therefore anxious, saying, 
What shall we eat or what shall we drink or 
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wherewithal shall we be clothed? (for after 
all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for 
your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have 
need of all these things.” God’s ownership 
of the peoples of the world is written in 
every piece of bread, in everything that goes 
into their stomachs to sustain life and in 
every thread of clothes that warms and pro- 
tects their bodies, in every particle of ozone 
they breathe into their lungs, in every ray of 
light that guides their feet, in every other 
earthly blessing with which he shows his love 
to us. His providential care of each and all 
of us is a constantly occurring confirmation 
of his fee simple title to every man and 
woman who lives, 

. The claim of spiritual redemption. God's 
claim to his possession of us is found prima- 
rily and in a most emphasized way in the fact 
of our spiritual redemption. He says in 
1 Cor. 6: 19-20, “Know we not that your 
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit which 
is in you, which ye have from God, and ye 
are not your own? For ye are bought with 
a price: glorify God therefore in your body.” 
This applies to all who have been redeemed, 
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or all whom God’s redemptive act was meant 
to include. The price of Christ’s death on 
the cross paid by the Father’s love entitles 
him to a complete and absolute title and full 
possession of the mind, body and soul of 
every child of God. This puts God’s peo- 
ple under especial obligation to him. In 
Eph. 1:7 we have the same great doctrine. 
Speaking of Jesus, Paul says, “In whom we 
have redemption through his blood, the for- 
giveness of sins, according to the riches of his 
grace.” And in the 14th verse, speaking of 
Christ and also the Holy Spirit of promise, 
he says, “Which is the earnest of our in- 
heritance until the redemption of the pur- 
chased possession, unto the praise of his 
glory.” Here again God teaches us that the 
ransomed of the Lord are God’s own posses- 
sion, redeemed by the blood of his Son. And 
again in Acts 20: 28 it is said, “Take heed 
to yourselves, and to all the flock, over the 
which the Holy Spirit hath made you bishops, 
to feed the church of the Lord which he 
purchased with his own blood.’ Christ’s 
churches are his own possession, blood- 
bought possession. The redemptive title to 
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God’s people is sealed with the blood of 
God’s crucified Son and hence makes this 
possession doubly precious. 

. The claim of final consummation. God is 
making abundant heavenly and eternal pro- 
vision for his people in the land beyond the 
grave. The mansions are being prepared by 
the loving hands of God’s Savior for all the 
ransomed of God’s people. And he says in 
Rom. 8: 28, “We know that all things work 
together for good to them who love the Lord, 
who are called according to his purpose.” 
All the providences of God and the combined 
work of this world are in a holy conspiracy 
to work out the eternal good to God’s people; 
and it is his plan that his ransomed people 
shall live in endless bliss eternally with him. 
This provision for the final consummation of 
man’s destiny in the glorious realms above 
is another claim God has on his ransomed 
ones here. Then, in the light of all the 
Scriptures, Old and New, it is a fixed Scrip- 
tural doctrine that we are not our own but 
we are bought with a price and are God’s 
possession; and we should recognize his full 
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claim over our personalities and all we 
possess. 


Then, with this question settled as to God’s 


ownership of man, there arises another question 
of only secondary importance, 


What Is Ours? 


Since we do not own ourselves, do we own any- 


thing? What are our rights in the things we call 
our own? Let us allow God’s Word to speak 
authoritatively here. 


1. 


God’s universal ownership. Deut. 10:14 
says, “Behold, unto Jehovah thy God be- 
longeth the heaven and the heaven of 
heavens, the earth, with all that therein is.” 
Nothing could be broader nor more inclusive 
than this statement of God’s possession of all 
things. Job 41:11 says, “Who hath first 
given unto me that I should repay him? 
Whatsoever is under the whole heaven 1s 
mine.” God here expresses his universal 
fee simple title to everything. Ps. 24:1 
says, ““The earth is Jehovah’s, and the ful- 
ness thereof; the world, and they that dwell 
therein.” 
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These and other scriptures confirm the 
doctrine and fact of God’s universal owner- 
ship of this world and all there is in it. 


. God’s specific ownership. The Scriptures 


not only teach that God owns man and the 
world and everything contained therein, but 
they specify some of the most valuable of 
these things in which man is trying to estab- 
lish his own absolute title. 

(1) God owns the silver and the gold— 
Haggai 2:8, “The silver is mine, and the 
gold is mine, saith Jehovah of hosts.” All 
that which we call money in the form of 
silver or gold or that which is based upon 
these metals belongs to God. It is his by 
his own possession. 

(2) The cattle and the beasts and birds 
are God’s; Ps. 50: 10-12, “‘For every beast of 
the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a 
thousand hills. I know all the fowls of the 
mountains: and the wild beasts of the field 
aremine. If I were hungry, I would not tell 
thee: for the world is mine, and the fulness 
thereof.” 

(3) The land of Palestine—Ex. 19: 5, 6, 
“Now therefore if ye obey my voice indeed, 
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and keep my covenant, then ye shall be mine 
own possession from among all the peoples, 
for all the earth is mine: And ye shall be unto 
me a kingdom of priests and an holy na- 
tion.” And he divided unto Israel the prom- 
ised land and took it from those who had 
been occupying it and misusing it. 

(4) God owns and gives to man individ- 
ual power to make wealth, Deut. 8: 18, “But 
thou shalt remember Jehovah thy God: for it 
is he that giveth thee power to get wealth.” 
The very ability that man has to make and 
accumulate wealth is a God-given talent; 
and without God’s power no man could pos- 
sess this gift. 

(5) It is God that gives through his 
bounteous mercy personal funds for use in 
the advancement of his kingdom. This is 
the teaching of Matt. 25: 14-30, the won- 
derful parable of the talents, and also of Lu. 
19: 11-27, the parable of the pounds. 

(6) God’s ownership of the land and the 
fruits thereof is proved also by the laws 
which he established for Israel in the prom- 
ised land. These are set out in Lev. 25: 10- 
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27. No man was allowed to own land in 
perpetuity. He could have title to it for 
only fifty years or a fraction thereof. Every 
fifty years the land reverted to the original 
owners or their heirs. The Israelites really 
had only a lease on the land which God had 
promised them. 

These and other scriptures set out, beyond the 
shadow of a doubt, that God’s word recognizes 
God’s complete ownership of everything, includ- 
ing man and his possessions. 


The Devil Contested This Right 


We see in the early ministry of Jesus Christ 
that the devil contested Christ’s ownership of the 
world in the forty days of temptation. The devil 
claimed that the world was his and asked Christ 
to bow down to him and told him he would give 
him the world and all the kingdoms thereof. 
Christ did not recognize this right, but repudiated 
the devil’s claim. Man has always in his carnal 
nature followed the spirit of the devil in trying 
to claim and possess this world. It is the spirit 
of sin that would deny God’s right and ownership 
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to this world and all there is in it. Selfishness 
everywhere represents sin and seeks to own for 
itself all it can possess; and uses for its own selfish 
ends the possession of wealth. The kingdom of 
God in the hearts of men has had at every step 
of its progress to fight this battle with sin. It is 
the prevalence of this doctrine of sin’s selfish pos- 
session of this world which is limiting the power 
of the kingdom of God everywhere. Nothing has 
so taxed the kingdom of God and the energies of 
Christ’s disciples as the battle against sin’s selfish 
claims of the possession of the wealth of this 
world. Wherever man recognizes God’s owner- 
ship and man’s stewardship in earthly possessions 
the kingdom of God has gone forward by leaps 
and bounds. Are we as children of God willing 
to face, accept and take the consequences of the 
recognition of God’s vital and eternal rights and 
ownership in our possessions? We can show 
forth our Christianity and the spirit of our Christ 
in no better way than to accept God’s ownership 
of us and our possessions, and thus use our lives 
and our possessions to the glory of his name and 
the promotion of his kingdom. 
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Some Governing Facts 


In the light of these scripturally established 


facts of God’s ownership of us and our posses- 
sions, we as Christian citizens and disciples of 
God’s kingdom should recognize the following 
facts which should govern our lives: 


1; 


If God owns us, we should be pliant and 
obedient in his hands and subject our wills 
and the disposal of our lives to the demands 
of his great world-will. 

If God owns what we own, then we are only 
tenants and stewards. We are but trustees 
under God and we should apply the principle 
of God’s ownership and our stewardship to 
the practical affairs of our economic and in- 
dustrial lives. We should act like stewards 
and not owners. 

These two great facts—God’s ownership and 
our stewardship—should put a new valuation 
upon our possessions and a new sense of honor 
in our use of the dividends which accrue in 
our stewardship. If God has (and he has) 
laws governing our relationship as stewards, 
we should obey these laws. God says it is 
required of stewards that they should be 
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faithful and he says that we must give an 
account of our stewardship. ‘These solemn 
facts should compel every Christian man to 
apply his Christianity to every dollar which 


passes through his hands. God says there is 


great danger that men will rob God. Is there 
any greater sin than highway robbery of 
Deity? 


SCRIPTURES 


1. 1 John 3: 1—“Behold, what manner of love 
the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should 
be called the sons of God: therefore the world 
knoweth us not, because it knew him not.” 

2. John 1: 12—“But as many as received him, 
to them gave he power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on his name.” 

3. John 3: 5-8—“‘Jesus answered, Verily, ver- 
ily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of 
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh 
is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must 
be born again. The wind bloweth where it listeth, 
and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not 
tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth; so is 
every one that is born of the Spirit.” 

4. Romans 8: 17—“‘And if children, then heirs; 
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be 
that we suffer with him, that we may be also 
glorified together.” 
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5. Galatians 4: 7—‘‘Wherefore thou art no 
more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an 
heir of God through Christ.” 

6. Galatians 3: 26—“For ye are all the chil- 
dren of God by faith in Christ Jesus.” 


CHAPTER II 
A HEAVENLY SONSHIP 


The author believes in the universal brother- 
hood of man. Some one has said that “Science has 
made the world a neighborhood and it remains for 
Christianity to make it a brotherhood.” The 
author does not believe in the universal Father- 
hood of God. God is the universal maker of men, 
but his Fatherhood is not based on nor is it co- 
extensive with his creative power. God is the 
maker of all men, but he is the Father of some 
by their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. There is 
no more blessed fact revealed in Scripture nor ex- 
perienced by the souls of men than that man, 
created by the merciful hand of God, can become a 
loving child of God through an operation of di- 
vine regeneration. ‘This sonship establishes a far 
nearer and closer relationship to God the Father 
than is established by God’s creative act of man 
or by his universal or specific ownership of man. 
It establishes a new relationship, tender, affection- 
ate and glorious, and is the fundamental basis for 
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all the sacred, holy and far-reaching obligations 
and responsibilities devolving upon man as set out 
in the following chapters. So, we pass from the 
establishment of God’s ownership of man to a 
tenderer relationship, even man’s divine sonship 
and membership in the family of God. 


Scriptural Recognition of Man’s Sonship 


The idea of man’s sonship to God was not un- 
known in the Old Testament. In Gen. 6: 4 it is 
said, ““Nephilim were in the earth in those days 
and also after that, when the sons of God came 
in unto the daughters of men,” and so on. In 
Job 1: 6 the same idea is expressed, “Now it came 
to pass on the day when the sons of God came to 
present themselves before the Lord, and Satan 
also came among them.” ‘The author does not 
attempt to describe the basis of this sonship ex- 
pressed here, which existed among men towards 
God. It is probably not the same relationship 
as is set out in the following scriptures in the 
New Testament: Rom. 8:16 says, “The Spirit 
himself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are 
the children of God: And if children, then heirs; 
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ.” Gal. 
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3:26 says, ‘For ye are all sons of God through 
faith in Christ Jesus.” This truth is set out and 
expressed in John, the third chapter—‘“Jesus an- 
swered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except one 
be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God. . . . Marvel not that 
I said unto thee, Ye must be born from above.” 
Here is set out the new birth, the birth from God, 
by which man’s nature is changed and by which 
he becomes a child of God. In John 1: 12, 13 it is 
said, “But as many as received him, to them gave 
he the right to become children of God, even to 
them that believe on his name, who were born not 
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God.” In 1 John 3:1 the 
glory of this divine sonship is set out, “Behold 
what manner of love the Father hath bestowed on 
us, that we should be called the sons of God, and 
such we are.” We are not only the sons of God 
by this new birth, but we are recognized and called 
the sons of God in the revelation of his great will. 


The Nature of This Sonship 


The Bible is explicit in setting out the nature 
and many of the characteristics of this new rela- 
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tionship which the saved man has by faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ when he for himself as the act 
of the soul personally accepts Jesus as Lord and 
Savior. 

1. It is a spiritual birth. It is a soul matter. 
It goes to the very roots of man’s nature. It 
is intellectual but more than intellectual. It 
is emotional but more than emotional. It is 
a fatherly act in the sense of the generation 
of new life. It comes from God. It is in 
the nature of a gift, an unmerited act of the 
grace of God. 

2. In this new birth the man partakes of the di- 
vine nature. By some spiritual process or act 
“the seed of God” is planted at the life-cen- 
ters of the soul and man becomes a new crea- 
tion in Christ Jesus. 

3. It is eternal, never-ending, in its nature. It 
is the impartation of eternal life to the vital- 
ities of man’s being. So, he becomes the 
possessor of life everlasting. 

4. It is based in its application on the condi- 
tions of heartful, genuine repentance from 
sin and a personal spiritual acceptance of 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior. 

5. This new life or sonship becomes the seat of 
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a new kingdom. Even the kingdom of the 
Lord Jesus Christ sets itself up in the souls of 
this new sonship. New access to God, new 
hopes come to bring joy, new outlook on life, 
new sense of other-world relationships. All 
these and other holies abound in the soul of 
this new regenerate. This new sonship is not 
purchased by earthly possessions nor bought 
by moral righteousness nor enticed by any 
sort of legalism nor won by conformity to any 
sort of ceremonialism; but it is an unmerited 
gift of God, that is, a gift of God’s grace 
unmerited by man. He cannot buy it; but, 
thank God, he can beg it. He cannot merit 
it; but, by the mercy of God, in faith he can 
claim it and never be disappointed. A new 
life sets up within the soul of this heavenly 
sonship. Old things pass away; all things 
become new. Life seems different, and is 
different. Nothing is more real in history, 
science nor human experience than the fact 
of this new regeneration from above, the 
establishment of a new relationship, even 
divine sonship. 
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The Privileges and Glories of This Sonship 


This new relationship into which we come by 
faith in Jesus Christ brings with it some high 
privileges and some rich glories. 

1. Membership in God’s big ransomed family. 
We have a kinship to the great and small in 
the ages past who by faith have fought and 
won and gone on to their reward. A large 
family in the heavenlies awaits us; a large 
family of our blood-kin are about us still 
busy with the tasks of the kingdom; and we 
are members of this heavenly family. 

2. We have a kinship to Jesus Christ, God’s - 
great and only begotten Son. He becomes 
our brother. We have a blood-bought rela- 
tionship to him. We shall be like him, for 
we shall see him as he is. What he has, we 
can claim. We are joint-heirs with him of 
all the possessions and glories of God in the 
world to come. By this new relationship we 
enter into the title and later the possession 
of God’s richest and more than glorious king- 
dom. 
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The Obligations of This Sonship 


When we become sons and daughters of God 
by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, we automatic- 
ally come under new and great spiritual obliga- 
tions which none of us can escape and none of 
us should desire to evade. 

1. Absolute obedience to the whole will of God. 

2. God-likeness in life. We have the obliga- 
tions of Christ-mindedness and Christ-like- 
ness in our ways. What we find revealed in 
him, we should as nearly as possible ap- 
proach. The same spirit of love, mercy, long- 
suffering, unselfishness, altruism, willing serv- 
ice to the needs of men, all these should char- 
acterize us and the practice of this spirit 
should lead us to Christ-likeness in life. 
What Jesus did in his earthly ministry, we 
should busy ourselves in doing. The tasks 
he did then to win men, build men and heal 
men become the pressing obligations on us to- 
day as we see the same needs about us. The 
performance as sons and daughters of God 
of God-like deeds should be one of the chief 
characteristics of our discipleship. 

3. We should manifest the power of such son- 
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ship. If we be the sons of God, we ought not 
to act like the sons of men. Tobe weak is 
man-like. To be strong is God-like. And 
we should exhibit the strength and power of 
our divine sonship. 

4. The obligation to carry to all the world the 
gospel program of the Lord Jesus Christ in a 
persistent, enthusiastic and constant way. 
The obligations of this sonship press upon 
our brain to think the thoughts of God and to 
carry out the plans of God, and upon our 
souls to love the world like God loved it or 
in a measure at least as nearly as our human 
limitations will allow in the merciful deeds 
growing out of this love and unselfish service. 
We should do this at any cost to us per- 
sonally. The most glorious heritage of di- 
vine ownership is spiritual sonship; and these 
two great facts—God’s ownership of us and 
our spiritual sonship to him—make an un- 
speakably glorious basis from and in which 
we are to face the discussion of some spiritual 
vitalities in the chapters to follow. 

If God owns me and mine and I am his blood- 
bought son, I ought to exhibit this relationship in 
the use of my time, my talents, my money and my 
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love. I should not deny him anything he asks, 
nor seek to avoid nor evade any responsibility he 
puts on me. If I rob him of my time or talent or 
strength or money, how great is the crime in God’s 
sight and in the sight of the losses to him by such 
robbery. 


SCRIPTURES 


1. Rom. 1:14—‘I am debtor both to the 
Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, 
and to the unwise.” 

2. Isa. 58: 10—‘‘And if thou draw out thy soul 
to the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul; then 
shall thy light rise in obscurity, and thy darkness 
be as the noon day.” 

3. Luke 19: 41—“‘And when he was come near, 
he beheld the city, and wept over it.” 

4. Psalm 126: 5, 6—‘‘They that sow in tears 
shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth and weep- 
eth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come 
again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with 
him.” 

5. Acts 20: 31—“Therefore watch, and remem- 
ber, that by the space of three years I ceased not 
to warn every one night and day with tears.” 


CHAPTER III 
SPIRITUAL DEBTORSHIP 


Paul was God’s greatest human exponent and 
representative. He announced in Romans 1: 14a 
universal spiritual obligation resting upon the 
consciences of all saved men in all lands and in all 
ages, “I am debtor.” Paul was saved by God’s 
grace through his Son, Jesus Christ, called into his 
world-wide gospel service, enlisted by his power 
and had at this time long and varied experiences 
under divine direction. His experience with 
Christ on the Damascan road and in other places 
had changed him within and without. His nature, 
motives, ambitions, outlook and entire life plan 
had been recast and changed to comport with 
God’s will and plan. Paul yielded all he had to 
the demands of his new master. His former life, 
outlook and program were selfish, racial and na- 
tional. The enthronement of Christ in his heart 
had shaped his life plan on a new model, which 
was unselfish, inter-racial, international, world- 
wide and in consonance with God’s gospel pro- 
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gram for all men and all ages. This new and 
recast plan placed Paul under new and heavenly 
liabilities and obligations—a universal, spiritual 
debtorship. Paul’s obligation is ours, God’s chil- 
dren’s in all ages. | 


Its Source 


A study of the sources of this new obligation 
causes me to say the following: 

1. This debtorship came direct from God, 
authoritative and binding through Jesus 
Christ, to every one who receives and pro- 
fesses Christ’s inwrought regeneration. 

2. It is based on a new relationship, a regenera- 
tive and divine grace. 

3. It roots its obligation in the imperial author- 
ity of God’s claim and right to our absolute 
obedience to his will and orders. 


Its Nature 


1. It is a spiritual obligation, commanding and 
covering all our material possessions. 

2. It is a doubly universal obligation. It rests 
on saved men everywhere in all ages and 1s 
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a debtorship to all unsaved men everywhere. 
Hence, it crosses all lines, racial, geographi- 
cal, national, political, social, religious. It 
crosses all seas and mountains. Color lines 
and castes are obliterated, social distinctions 
disregarded. It is man-wide and age-long. 
It covers the whole of the gospel zons and 
knocks at the door of every human need and 
proposes a blessing to every human life. 

It holds first lien on all of our possessions 
for use in this debtorship program. It de- 
mands life, talents, time, personality, posses- 
sions, all, if needed to carry out its purposes. 
It carried Paul on all his soul-winning tours, 
through seas, over mountains, perils, prisons, 
persecutions, and finally to the executioner’s 
ax, and it carried him with joy and without 
complaint through it all. He gloried in afflic- 
tions for the gospel’s sake. This passionate 
debtorship has taken the pain out of martyr’s 
fires, the shame out of crucifixions, the fear 
out of persecution’s perils for twenty cen- 
turies. It presses us all on to God’s goal for 
the race, the perfect stature in Christ Jesus. 
We owe to Christ and his gospel will our 
talents with the furthest reach of their 
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power, our personality full-length, our time 
and our money and means, the tithe in regu- 
lar streams, and offerings as his kingdom pro- 
gram demands. 

This binding obligation is inescapable, no 
way to evade it, no way to avoid it, no sub- 
stitute for it. | 

It is non-transferable. We cannot trade it 
off nor shift it to another by any manipula- 
tion or bargaining. It is personal and inevit- 
able upon the conscience of every saved man 
and woman. 

It is perpetual and non-dischargeable. We 
cannot ever pay it off in full. If we pay it 
to-day, we will owe it to-morrow and on. If 
we pay it to a man’s soul in salvation, we 
owe it to his brain in education and to his 
body in sanitation and health. If we pay it 
to the Anglo-Saxon, we owe it to the Mon- 
golian and all other men. It claims the whole 
reach of our influence during life and after 
death. Our possessions, so long as they are 
under our control during life or our direction 
by will after death, are under this spiritual 
mortgage. 

It has a trinity debtorship—to the soul in 
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spiritual regeneration, to the mind in scrip- 
tural culture and education, to the body in 
painless, sorrowless sanitation and health. 
It includes the evangelist, the doctor, the 
teacher and the preacher. It includes the 
church, the school, the hospital, and all the 
agencies necessary to establish these. 

It necessitates men, money and organization 
and hence demands coéperation between man 
and God, man and man, churches and 
churches, states and states, nations and 
nations. 


Its Costs 


The heaviest cost of this obligation was, 
of course, to Christ. “God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son.” 
This is the divine expression of God’s sense 
of obligation to man and the description of 
the cost to him to bring about his salvation. 
“He gave himself up for me,” Gal. 2: 20, is 
the summary of Paul’s gospel. The cost in 
this obligation is pitched in the tragic death 
story of Jesus Christ. Christ is not the only 
one upon whom there has been brought a 
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great draft and strain. This debtorship cost 
Paul all the pains, perils and persecutions of 
his long life of service. This obligation has 
been causing multiplied thousands of God- 
called and consecrated men and women 
throughout the ages, driven by the pressure 
of this debtorship, to go out to win, to preach, 
to teach, to witness, to suffer and to die in or- 
der to satisfy their spiritual longings for a 
lost world. 

It has a heavy cost to us in this day, if we 
do our full duty. We ought to give our best 
and our all, if need be. The salvation of a 
lost world is the most costly enterprise the 
world has ever known. 


Its Evidence and Manifestations 


This spiritual debtorship expresses itself 


1. 


In a spiritual thirst for God and his presence. 
The Psalmist compared his thirst for God 
to the thirst of the tired and long-chased hart 
for the water brook. 

Hunger for the bread of life. One who is 
moved by this debtorship will want to feed 
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on the hidden manna, the real spiritual sup- 
ply of God’s bounty. 

It will express itself in longing for service 
under God’s will and program, a longing to 
win men, to inspire, enlighten, enlist men, 
and to lift them out of sin to God. 

It expresses itself in a deathless passion for 
the souls of men. Evangelism finds its great- 
est motive, its deepest passion, its highest 
aspirations and its most compelling compul- 
sion in the roots of this spiritual debtorship. 
It shows itself in the life of missionary ac- 
tivities, either in gifts of service or gifts of 
money, in order that God’s gospel kingdom 
may be carried around the world. 

Paul’s passion for the establishment of 
Christ’s kingdom in Romans 1: 14—“I am 
debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Bar- 
barians; both to the wise, and to the unwise” 
should be the universal passion of all of 
God’s children. 


SCRIPTURES 


v. 1 Thess. 2: 4—‘“But as we were allowed of 
God to put in trust with the gospel, even so we 
speak ; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth 
our hearts.”’ 

2. Matt. 28: 16-20—“Then the eleven dis- 
ciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain 
where Jesus had appointed them. And when they 
saw him, they worshipped him: but some doubted. 
And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All 
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 
‘Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, 
lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world.” 

3. Mark 16:15, 19, 20—“And he said unto 
them, Go yet into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature. . . . So then after the 
Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up 
into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. 
And they went forth, and preached everywhere, 
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the Lord working with them, and confirming the 
word with signs following.” 

4. Luke 24: 45-49—“Then opened he their un- 
derstanding, that they might understand the scrip- 
tures, And said unto them, Thus it is written, and 
thus it behooved Christ to suffer, and to rise from 
the dead the third day: And that repentance and 
remission of sins should be preached in his name 
among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And 
ye are witnesses of these things. And, behold, I 
send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry 
ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued 
with power from on high.” 

5. John 20: 21-22—“Then said Jesus to them 
again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent 
me, even so send I you. And when he had said 
this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, 
Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” 

6. Acts 1: 8—‘But ye shall receive power, after 
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye 
shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the utter- 
most part of the earth.” 

7. 1 Cor. 15:3, 4—“For I delivered unto you 
first of all that which I also received, how that 
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 
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And that he was buried, and that he rose again the 
third day according to the scriptures.” 

8. Isa. 52:7, 8—‘‘How beautiful upon the 
mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good 
tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good 
tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that 
saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! Thy watch- 
man shall lift up the voice: with the voice to- 
gether shall they sing: for they shall see eye to eye, 
when the Lord shall bring again Zion.” 

g. Gal. 2: 7—“But contrariwise, when they 
saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was 
committed unto me, as the gospel of the circum- 
cision was unto Peter.” 

10. 2 Cor. 5:19—“To wit, that God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not im- 
puting their trespasses unto them; and hath com- 
mitted unto us the word of reconciliation.” 


CHAPTER IV 
GOSPEL TRUSTEESHIP 


1 Thess. 2: 4—‘‘We were counted worthy by 
God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we 
speak.” 

The word Paul uses in this scripture is a strong 
one—motvev0jvar. It means to trust a thing 
to one’s fidelity. It is the same word he uses in 
Rom. 3: 2 where he says, “Unto them (the Jews) 
were committed the oracles of God.” That is, the 
oracles of God were entrusted to the fidelity or 
safe-keeping of the Jews. In 1 Cor. 9:17 Paul 
_says, “‘A dispensation of the gospel is committed 
unto mes) and in’ Gal, 2:7, "They \saw) the 
gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto 
me;” and again in 1 Tim. 1:11 he says, “The 
glorious gospel of the blessed God, which was 
committed to my trust;” and in 2 Cor. 5:19 he 
says, “the word of reconciliation was committed to 
us.” In all these cases this strong word to com- 
mit to one’s fidelity is used. Paul recognized that 
God had entrusted unto his hands the holy trustee- 
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ship of the glorious gospel and he was in the deep- 

est sense the gospel’s trustee. Paul believed that 
he was a divinely chosen vessel and into his hands 
and on his hands God, through Christ, had placed 
the sacred matter, even the gospel of the world’s 
redemption. This heavenly trusteeship was given 
to him in the terms and with the credentials of 
God’s elective purpose, that is, Paul’s call to sal- 
vation, his call and ordination to service and 
God’s providential leadership and care of him. 
Paul’s life and teachings seem to confirm the 
doctrine that this trusteeship is in and on the 
hands of all God’s people in a more or less de- 
gree. It was to each individual, as well as to the 
group of individuals, Christ’s church, to whom 
Jesus delivered the great charge in the commis- 
sion. It was to each and to all. This is also the 
broad scope of Peter’s promise and charge in 
Acts 2, regarding the power of the Holy Spirit, 
when he said, “The promise is to you, to your 
children after you, and to all that are afar off, even 
as many as the Lord our God shall call.” If the 
power was for all, the trusteeship was on all. 
Power and responsibility are co-extensive and pro- 
portionate. If we are all the recipients of his 
blessing and power, we must be the sharers in the 
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consequent obligations. Each child of God is not 
only a depositary of the gospel, but a dispensary 
as well. We are heralds and messengers and to 
us is committed a sacred trusteeship. The gospel 
ison our hands. What are we todo with it? Re- 
comer ine 1 ¥es. Enjoy it?) Yes “Hoard e2 
Yes. Pack it away in every corner and cranny of 
life? Yes. But that isnotall. We are to give it 
out, pass it on, distribute it far and wide. It is 
for ‘all the people.” We are light bearers, torch 
carriers, channels of blessing. A preacher on one 
occasion watched an electrician while he repaired 
an electric light wire. He said to the electrician, 
“Why these rubber boots on your ladder’s feet?” 
The electrician said, “To prevent the electric cur- 
rent from passing through my body and killing 
me.” “Oh,” said the preacher, “if you do not let 
it go through it won’t enter in.” “You are right,” 
said the electrician. The preacher then said, “It 
is the same way with God’s gospel. It finds its 
richest power in passing through us on to others.” 
Trusteeship and stewardship when applied to the 
Christian and his money are closely related and it 
may be in some deep sense the same, but in this 
chapter I am not discussing trusteeship in money 
but the trusteeship of the gospel, not a material, 
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financial obligation but a spiritual, eternal and 
gospel matter. It relates itself to money in its 
application to method of carrying out this trustee- 
ship. It is not possession of gold and silver in the 
hands of Christ’s people which I discuss here but 
the possession of the gospel on our hands and 
souls. 


The Content of This Trust 


The content of this trusteeship is understood 


by the following: 


“A 


It is the heart and substance of the gospel 
brought to our souls by Christ’s intercessory 
ministry for us and revealed and brought 
down to us in the New Testament. 

It is a body or system of doctrines, great soul 
philosophy, the creed of the soul, a mighty 
spiritual fact, yea, more than a fact, a life, 
a divine personality, living, breathing, throb- 
bing with power, a divine-human personality 
vicariously offered for us in terms of mercy 
and grace. 

It is God’s plan, his only and sole plan for 
bringing God to man and lifting man to God. 
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It is Christ’s ladder to hope from a world of 
ruin. , 

It is all that glorious system of truth brought 
to us in Christ, and revealed to us in the 
Bible. This is the gospel of our trusteeship. 


The Kernel of My Creed 


I believe most devoutly, with all my heart 
1. 


That the Bible, Old and New Testaments, 
is God-ordained, divinely-inspired, God- 
breathed. It contains and is the word and 
will of God to man, binding upon man in 
conscience, conduct and creed and is his only 
guide for his approach and way to God and 
in what he should believe, teach and practice 
regarding life and eternity. It is inerrant 
and infallible and aside from its light the race 
is in spiritual darkness. 

That Jesus Christ was and is God’s Son, in 
his divine nature equal to the Father, very 
God of very God, and in his human nature 
born of the virgin Mary, without sin, he is 
perfect in deity and humanity. He lived a 
perfect life, died a substitutionary and vica- 
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rious death on the cross, arose again the third 
day, paid the full price for the salvation of 
all believers, satisfied the law of God and 
made faultless atonement for man’s sins, 
ascended to heaven and sits at God’s right 
hand interceding for his people and will 
some day return again. 

That man, all men are sinners by nature, 
by choice and practice. He is Godless, 
Christless, hopeless, the child of the devil, 
dead in trespasses and in sins, helplessly lost 
forever without Christ, deserving nothing at 
God’s hands, rushing headlong towards hell. 
That men are saved, if at all, solely and only 
by God’s grace in and through Christ’s aton- 
ing death on the cross, in no sense by works, 
but by grace alone. 

The conditions of salvation are two, only two 
but both of two—repentance towards God 
and personal soulful faith in Jesus Christ. 
On these two terms each receives Christ into 
his soul and is regenerated by a new and 
heavenly birth and receives eternal life and 
becomes a new creature in Christ, even a 
child of God by faith. 

That there is a heaven of eternal bliss for 
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all believers and a hell of eternal woe for 
all unbelievers. 

7. That Christ’s churches are organized to wit- 
ness to Christ’s truth and carry his gospel 
around the world in salvation, education and 
benevolence and that there are two and only 
two ordinances—baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper—and that these are church ordi- 
nances and are only for believers who obey 
Christ and follow his teachings in faith and 
practice. 

8. That the Holy Spirit is God’s representative 
among men, our guide and power in carrying 
forward his gospel. 

g. That all God’s children should be soul-win- 
ning, missionary, and should coéperate with 
each other in carrying the gospel to all men, 
thus carrying out Christ’s three-fold program 
of saving, teaching and healing men. 

10. I believe that God by his own special act 
created man out of the dust of the earth and 
made him in his own spiritual image and 
commanded him to populate and conquer 
and, by means of the gospel, save the world. 

This is not all I believe; but the other things I 
believe are in harmony with and depend on these 
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great principles and doctrines; and I believe that 
this is the gospel and is a sacred trust to me and 
to all of God’s people and if we prove recreant 
and unfaithful to this trust we imperil this lost 
world and involve ourselves in the issues of eternal 
ruin to mankind. 


The Peril of Recreancy 


Our personal salvation does not in any sense 
depend on our faithfulness to any obligation or 
trust. That depends on the integrity and faith- 
fulness of God. But our obedience and faithful- 
ness to these sacred obligations put on us by the 
gospel do manifest and demonstrate and prove our 
salvation in the eyes of the world. “A tree is 
known by its fruit.” “If ye love me, ye will keep 
my commandments.’ Our delinquency in this 
holy and high trusteeship does not imperil our 
own salvation but it will imperil the salvation of 
others and the glory of God. Paul says in Gal. 
1:7, 8, “There be some that trouble you, and 
would pervert the gospel of Christ. But though 
we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other 
gospel unto you than that which we have preached 
unto you, let him be accursed.” “No man cometh 
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unto the Father but by me,” says Jesus. He is 
the only door into God’s sheepfold. “For other 
foundations can no man lay than that is laid, 
which is Christ Jesus.” Now, suppose we prove 
faithless in our gospel trust and become recreant 
in our trusteeship, 


What Will Happen? 


To the extent to which each trustee is faithless 
the following will inevitably happen unless God 
intervenes with some other method. 

1. The world will go on blindly, plunging into 
hell, hopeless and Christless. 

2. Christ’s cause will languish and suffer and 
the world be without witnesses. 

3. The joy and riches of God’s people will be 
limited and their power impoverished and 
their candlestick removed. 

4. Our crowns will be withered leaves and star- 
less. 

5. Christ’s glory will be circumscribed and 
God’s purposes thwarted by our willful diso- 
bedience and dereliction. God pity a world 
without the gospel and may his mercy be 
patient with derelict and faithless trustees. 
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Are you recreant and faithless to your 
gospel trusteeship? ‘The truth of the cross 
is on your hands. What will you do with 
it? Accept it; believe it, appropriate it; 
live it; preach it; teach it; sing it; practice 
it; promote it to the utmost of your ability 
and out to the last lost man on the earth. 
This is the duty of every child of God every 
day he lives. When this is really done God’s 
kingdom will come in its fullness and cover 
the earth as the waters the sea. 


SCRIPTURES 


1. Heb. 13: 17—“‘Obey them that have the 
tule over you, and submit yourselves: for they 
watch for your souls, as they that must give ac- 
count, that they may do it with joy, and not 
with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.” 

2. Gen. 4: 9—“‘And the Lord said unto Cain, 
where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know 
not: Am I my brother’s keeper?” 

3. Ezk. 33: 7-11—“‘So thou, O son of man, I 
have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; 
therefore thou shalt hear the word of my mouth, 
and warn them from me. When I say unto the 
wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely die; if 
thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his 
way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; 
but his blood will I require at thine hand. Never- 
theless, if thou warn the wicked of his way to turn 
from it; if he do not turn from his way, he shall 
die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy 
soul. Therefore, O thou son of man, speak unto 


the house of Israel; Thus ye speak, saying, If our 
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transgressions and our sins be upon us, and we pine 
away in them, how should we then live? Say unto 
them, As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the 
wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn 
ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O 
house of Israel?” 

4. Ex. 30: 30-32—‘“And thou shalt anoint 
Aaron and his sons, and consecrate them, that they 
may minister unto me in the priest’s office. And 
thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel, say- 
ing, this shall be an holy anointing oil unto me 
throughout your generations. Upon man’s flesh 
shall it not be poured, neither shall ye make any 
other like it, after the composition of it: it is holy, 
and it shall be holy unto you.” 

5. Psalm 106: 23—“Therefore he said that he 
would destroy them, had not Moses his chosen 
stood before him in the breach, to turn away his 
wrath, lest he should destroy them.” 

Ezk. 22: 30—‘“‘And I sought for a man among 
them, that should make up the hedge, and stand in 
the gap before me for the land, that I should not 
destroy it: but I found none.” 


CHAPTER V 
SOULFUL GUARDIANSHIP 


God’s inspired message in Heb. 13: 17 lays an- 
other mighty obligation upon every child of his 
and especially the leaders in his kingdom causes. 
“Obey them that have the rule over you, and 
submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, 
as they that must give account, that they may do 
it with joy, and not with grief.” The Greek word 
used here is that impressive word dypunvodo. 
and means to exercise sleepless vigilance over the 
soul as a shepherd guards his flock from the de- 
structive wolf. Jesus used the same word in Luke 
21:36 when he said, ‘““Watch therefore, and pray 
always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape 
all these things that shall come to pass, and to 
stand before the Son of man,” and again in Mark 
13:35, “Watch ye therefore: for ye know not 
when the master of the house cometh.” Paul used 
the same strong word in his description of the 
equipment and duty of the Christian soldier in 


Eph. 6:18. He says, “Praying always with all 
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prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watch- 
ing thereunto with all perseverance and supplica- 
tion for all saints.’ As a shepherd guards his 
flock through the long, stormy, sleepless night, so 
must God’s people watch over and guard the souls 
of lost humanity. This is also set out in the Old 
Testament imagery in Ezekiel 33: 1-10—‘‘So 
thou, O son of man, I have set thee a watchman 
(a guardian) unto the house of Israel; therefore 
thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, and warn 
them from me.” He says if we are unfaithful in 
this warning, this soulful guardianship, he will re- 
quire the blood of the lost at our hands. Look 
at the cumulative pressure on our souls as we 
proceed with the argument of this book. 

1. God owns us and all we possess and all we 
can produce. His title is absolute and per- 
fect, 

2. We are his children, blood-bought, spirit- 
born. Hence we owe him absolute and per- 
fect obedience. His parenthood has given 
him a new claim on us and ours. 

3. We owe to a lost world a redemptive debt 
born of our regenerative relations to Christ, 
an irredeemable debt, a moral obligation we 
must continue to pay day by day. 
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. Then we are trustees of the gospel and the 
gospel of our blessed God is on our hands to 
distribute to a lost world, carrying it at any, 
cost across all the border lines of life. 

. Then we are watchmen, spiritual guardians 
of the souls of men, under-shepherds bound 
with the obligation of sleepless vigilance to 
keep the devil’s wolves off of God’s sheep and 
those whom it is our duty to win. 


Who Are These Guardians? 


. Certainly parents are guardians of the souls 
of their children, not only for clothing, food, 
shelter, protection, education and health, but 
spiritual, soul-guardians as well. 

. Surely neighbors are responsible for neigh- 
bors. The parable of the good Samaritan 
brings this pressure home to our moral re- 
sponsibilities. - 

. Teachers are responsible for the souls of their 
pupils. They are watchmen on Zion’s walls. 
. Preachers are the shepherds of the flock and 
guardians of souls. This is their primary 
task. They are set apart by God and the 
ordaining hands of men for this high calling. 
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Christ in his commission puts this obligation 
on all his people. He says “Go ye,” all ye, 
“go ye into all the world.” 

This unspeakably meaningful scripture in 
Ezekiel 33: 1-10 makes an individual and 
collective call to all men—‘‘So thou, O son of 
man.” Not only is the gospel on the hands 
of God’s people, all the gospel, to distribute 
to all men, but the souls of lost men are on 
the hands of God’s saved men. My, what a 
responsibility! Our responsibility is made 
more meaningful by the fact of 


The Values Involved 


. What is a life worth? To answer you must 


consider the cost of production, maintenance 
and eternal salvation. Consider the tre- 
mendous costs to God in making and provid- 
ing for and maintaining man, to motherhood 
in giving birth to man, to Christ in saving and 
building and eternally housing the souls of 


men. 


How long is eternity? When will the lost 
who by our neglect miss Christ and heaven 
ever recover from the damage of our neglect ? 
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The scriptural answers to these questions are 
tragic indeed. 

3. What does God mean in Ezekiel by saying if 
we warn not and the enemy destroy the peo- 
ple in their sins, then he will require their 
blood at our hands? The blood of lost souls 
on one’s hands throughout eternity is an un- 
speakably tragic mark for one to be branded 
with. 

4. What are the rewards gained by faithful 
service rendered in this soulful guardianship 
worth to us? Or, what are the losses sus- 
tained if we default in this heavenly guard- 
ianship? Can we contemplate with com- 
placency these fearful extremes of loss or 
gain? 

5. Are not all the gospel eternities real and will 
we not have to face them in a time ahead? 
Then how serious ought we to take our spirit- 
ual responsibilities this side the grave and 
judgment! 


Com parisons 


My baby girl was sick with double pneumonia. 
The seventh day was past. The disease was 
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changing its battle from the lungs to the heart. 
The good doctor had told me the symptoms of the 
change. He said, “It is a question of her vitality.” 
Her mother and I faced the long night with a 
deep shadow across our little home. “Can she 
stand the awful test?” our hearts were saying over 
and over again. The doctor went for a while, 
after long vigils, for a little rest. The test came. 
The father held one little hand with the fingers 
pale and twitching. The temperature was sub- 
normal. The pulse was spattering its blood 
against the walls of life. The mother, kneeling, 
held the other hand. The doctor was coming to 
do his best. A double prayer from the parents’ 
broken hearts went up, submissively, to a loving, 
faithful heavenly Father. I said to him, ‘Father, 
she is among the dearest of the dear. We hold 
nothing too dear to give for the healing of this 
precious little body.’ The mother joined the 
father in the prayerful statement, “We would 
really give our lives if you would spare her.” 
Thank God, God answers prayer; and she lives 
to-day to serve Christ! I came away from that 
domestic tragedy saying, Oh, that we loved and 
valued the souls of men like these parents valued 
the body of the little girl! 
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At the marriage altar in my early ministry I 
said the words that made two beautiful lives one. 
They went together to the new home. Months 
passed. One day the husband said to the pastor 
over the telephone, “Come, God has given us a 
fine boy.” What a joy it was to the parental 
hearts. Three days later he phoned again, “Come, 
she,” the little mother, “is dying.” The pastor 
went. As I stood by the bedside the dying mother 
holding the baby in hand and on bosom said to 
the broken-hearted father, ‘““cHusband, God gave 
us this precious boy to rear for him. I am now 
dying and you must rear him. I give him to you. 
Keep his little body well. Train his mind. Lead 
his soul to Christ and train him for God’s service. 
I commit him to your charge.” The father took 
him and laid him down on the bed and fell by 
the bedside, saying, “This charge is too heavy, 
too great for me—a body, a mind, a soul is on my 
hands. I cannot carry it.” 

Dear Christian reader, souls are on your hands. 
What are you going to do with them? We must 
give an account to God for our guardianship of 
souls. May God help us not to default or fail in 
this unspeakable spiritual responsibility. 


SCRIPTURES 


1. 2 Cor. 5: 20—‘“‘Now then we are ambassa- 
dors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by 
us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled 
to God.” 

2. Matt. 3: 17—“‘And lo a voice from heaven, 
saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased.” 

3. Matt. 4:19—“And he saith unto them, Fol- 
low me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 

4. Luke 2: 49—“‘And he said unto them, How 
is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be 
about my Father’s business?” 

5. John 15: 16—“Ye have not chosen me, but 
I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye 
should go and bring forth fruit, and that your 
fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask 
of the Father in my name, he may give it you.” 
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CHAPTER VI 
A SOUL-WINNING AMBASSADORSHIP 


In 2 Cor. 5: 20 Paul through the Spirit’s inspir- 
ing message brings in other heavenly urgency on 
us as the disciples of Christ. He says, ‘‘All things 
are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by 
Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of 
reconciliation; To wit, that God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing 
their trespasses unto them; and hath committed 
unto us the word of reconciliation. Now then we 
are ambassadors mpeoPevouer for Christ, as though 
God did beseech you by us: we pray you in 
Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.” We are 
then ambassadors, envoys, of God, voicing and 
embodying Christ’s reconciling appeal to a lost 
world. An ambassador is a spokesman or repre- 
sentative of one with authority to speak to an- 
other. In this sense every Christian is God’s 
authorized envoy, clothed with divine authority 
and power to speak his reconciling message in 
Christ to the unsaved everywhere. Matt. 16:19 
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must be a committal and a commentary of Christ 
on this great doctrine. He gave to Peter, as a 
representative ambassador of Christ’s conquering 
church, the keys of the kingdom; that is, Peter as a 
representative disciple, not as pope or lord over 
the souls of men, was God’s authoritative envoy 
and the gospel he preached, salvation through and 
by Christ, was the key to heaven. Those who 
accept Christ on such a reconciling message are 
saved. And he who rejects Christ is lost. 2 Cor. 
2: 14-16 is Paul’s commentary on the same doc- 
trine of our ambassadorship. He says, “Now 
thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to | 
triumph in Christ and maketh manifest the savior 
of his knowledge by us in every place. For we are 
unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that 
are saved, and in them that perish: To the one we 
are the savour of death unto death; and to the 
other the savour of life unto life. And who is . 
sufficient for these things?” Paul in Eph. 6: 19, 
20, in urging the people to pray for him said, 
“That utterance may be given unto me, that I 
may open my mouth boldly, to make known the 
mystery of the gospel, for which I am an am- 
bassador in chains.” He was God’s bound am- 
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bassador and though in prison felt his burning 
ambassadorship to lost men. 


The Marks of This Ambassadorship 


A study of the whole question leads to the fol- 


lowing distinguishing marks of this important 
Christian responsibility. 


1. 


It is a divinely appointed responsibility. 
We are God’s ambassadors. God sends us 
out. 

It is an authoritative message we bear. We 
go with God’s approval and authority and he 
promises to empower us by his Spirit. 

It is a reconciling ambassadorship. It is not 
to make war but to stop war, not to oppress — 
the people but to save them and we bear a 
reconciling message of God’s love through 
Jesus Christ. The gospel makes war on sin 
in order that war may forever cease. It is 
necessary sometimes to make war to end war 
and the gospel with the spiritual sword 1s go- 
ing forth to conquer for God’s reconciling 
message. 

It is a doubly universal obligation. It is 
given to all Christians as their world-task and 
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sent to all lost men as their only hope of 
eternal salvation. 

It is a beseeching, urgent ambassadorship. 
It says, “As though God did beseech you by 
us.” Weare to voice the deep beseechings of 
God to lost men. This ambassadorship rests 
upon our consciences and upon the deepest 
emotions and centers of life of our being; 
and it must have in it always the beseech- 
ing element if it truly represents Christ. 

It embodies God’s imputed righteousness as 
his gift to sinful men. This is the great ob- 
jective of this ambassadorship, that is, that 
men may be clothed upon with the imputed 
righteousness of Jesus Christ. 

It is a destiny-forming ambassadorship. It is 
the savour of death or the savour of life, the 
savour of life to the believer and the savour 
of death to the unbeliever. Those who ac- 
cept our message of reconciliation are locked 
up in God’s heavenly kingdom. Those who 
reject it are locked out to sin’s eternal doom. 
No wonder Paul cried out as he contemplated 


the serious issues involved in this unspeakable 


responsibility, ‘“Who is sufficient for these 
things?” 
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The Time of Our Authorization 


When and where are we as Christ’s disciples put 
under this heavenly ambassadorship ? 


l. 


All believers are thus authorized at the mo- 
ment of their second birth. We are born by 
spiritual generation into and under this di- 
vine commitment. “To as many as received 
him” (that is Christ) “to them gave he the 
right” (or the power) “‘to become the chil- 
dren of God” (Jno. 1:12). This call to win 
men comes to us in the terms and germs of 
our regeneration, in the same bundle with our 
salvation. Regenerative germs are propa- 
gating germs and by their very life demand 
multiplication. 

The very demands of Christ’s kingdom and 
the multiform needs of a lost world call us to 
this ambassadorship. “Lift up your eyes and 
behold the fields, that they are white and 
ready for the harvest.” Every opportunity 
for Christian service and need for such service 
is God’s call to each of us to be his spiritual 
ambassadors. 

The call comes in special and specific ways, 
to preach, to teach, to sing, to administer, to 
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suffer, to witness in special ways for Christ. 

4. The very commands of Christ in his oft- 
given commission to his disciples without dis- 
tinction are divine proof of this authoriza- 
tion. “Go, win, teach, baptize, heal,” these 
were divine decrees, calling out and author- 
izing all his people to a holy ambassador- 
ship. 

5. Our debtorships to lost men, our trusteeships 
in the gospel, our stewardships in our pos- 
sessions, our very sonships in Christ root in, 
head up in, and tremendously urge and 
authorize this soul-winning ambassadorship. 


God’s Spiritual Beseechments 


God puts his beseeching voice in our cry to men 
to be reconciled unto him. “As though God did 
beseech you by us” is Christ’s ringing cry in the 
Spirit to all those who would speak for him. 
Here is heaven’s cry, even Christ’s cry of the cross 
through us to men. “In that great day of the 
feast Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man 
thirst, let him come unto me, and drink” (John 
7:37). Here Jesus was crying his Calvary cry to 
men who were out of hope to come to him for the 
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water of life. In Romans 8:26 the Holy Spirit 
is mentioned as our intercessor “‘with groanings 
which cannot be uttered,” God crying in us and 
through us with this soul-winning cry of ambas- 
sadorship. This cry of God in our hearts explains 
why Christ crossed all the barriers and sorrows of 
his ministry, such as incarnation, persecution, 
Gethsemane, Calvary, the tomb, in order to ex- 
press God’s “so loved” for men. It explains ““Woe 
is me if I preach not the gospel.” It set out the 
great moving, compelling compassion of Carey, 
Judson, Livingstone, Stanley and all the other 
heroic, self-sacrificing missionaries, preachers and 
witness-bearers the world around. They had an 
ambassadorship to fulfill and were willing to live 
or die to carry out that ambassadorship. 


Our Duty 


It is then clearly the duty of every child of 
God 
1. To hear and heed the call of God and the 
world about us in this spiritual ambassador- 
ship. 
2. To carry this message of reconciliation to all 
lost men everywhere. 
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3. To deliver the whole message as given us in 
Christ’s Word without compromise. 

4. To pay the full price of such glorious am- 
bassadorship, let it cost what it will. Will 
we do it? 


SCRIPTURES 


1. Phil. 1: 5—‘“For your fellowship in the 
gospel from the first day until now.” 

2. 1 John 1: 3—*That which we have seen and 
heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have 
_ fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is 
with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.” 

3. 1 Cor. 1: 9—“God is faithful, by whom ye 
were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” 

4. Phil. 2: 1—“If there be therefore any con- 
solation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any 
fellowship. of the Spirit, if any bowels and 
mercies.” 

5. 2 Cor. 8:4—‘Praying us with much en- 
treaty that we would receive the gift, and take 
upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the 
saints.” 

6. Acts 2:42—‘And they continued stead- 
fastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and 
in breaking of bread, and in prayers.” 

7. Rom. 16: 7—‘Salute Andronicus and Junia, 


my kinsmen, and my fellow-prisoners, who are of 
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note among the apostles, who also were in Christ 
before me.” 

8. Philemon 2—“And to our beloved Apphia, 
and Archippus our fellow-soldier, and to the 
church in thy house.” 

g. Rev. 19: 1o—“‘And I fell at his feet to wor- 
ship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it 
not: I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren 
that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: 
for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of proph- 
ecyi 

10. Rom. 16: 21—“‘Timotheus my workfellow, 
and Lucius, and Jason, and Sosipater, my kins- 
men, salute you.” 

11. 3 John 8—“‘We therefore ought to receive 
such, that we might be fellowhelpers to the truth.” 

12. Phil. 4: 3—“‘And I entreat thee also, true 
yokefellow, help those women which labored with 
me in the gospel, with Clement also, and with 
other my fellowlaborers, whose names are in the 


book of life.” 


| CHAPTER VII 
A MULTIFOLD FELLOWSHIP 
The Joys of Cooperation 


The Bible is full of fellowships, that is, those 


noble relations growing out of codperation, work- 
ing together in a common task for common ends. 
The discussion of this great theme would naturally 
divide itself into four subjects. 


1. 


Divine Fellowships 


With God the Father—1 John 1: 3—“‘Truly 
our fellowship is with the Father, and with 
his Son Jesus Christ.” The word here in 
Greek is xow@via. John says “These things 
I write unto you that your joy may be full.” 
Here is our great, merciful Father, head of 
redemption’s family, giving to us all things 
necessary for this life and the life to come. 
He delights to associate with his people and 
have fellowship. How many times in the life 
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of the devout the world around through all 
ages, from the time Adam communed with 
God in the Garden and “Enoch walked with 
God,”’ down to the living devoted disciples 
of to-day, have God’s people found joy and 
fellowship with him in prayer, Bible study 
and meditation. 


. With Christ the Son and our elder brother, 


1 John 1:3—‘Truly our fellowship is with 
the Father and his Son Jesus Christ.” His 
incarnation and walk among us is but God’s 
method of showing us how close we can get to 


' and live with Christ. His sweet fellowship 


in his earthly ministry with all the disciples, 
especially with the immortal three, Peter, 
James and John, tells the story of how we 
can and should be near him to-day. Some of 
the sweetest hours this life has ever experi- 
enced have been when God’s people were 
communing with Jesus Christ, their loving 
Savior. 

With the Holy Spirit, our guide, comforter, 
wisdom and power, Phil. 2:1 says, “If there 
be any fellowship of the Spirit.” John 16:7 
says, “If I depart, I will send him to you,”’ 
meaning the Holy Spirit. John 14: 16 says, 
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“TI will pray the Father, and he shall give 

you another Comforter, that he may abide 
with you for ever . . . for he dwelleth with 

you, and shall be in you.”” Many of the joys 

of this life are due to the fellowships of God’s 
people with the divine Spirit. Thus, this 
divine trinity in marvelous fashion will en- 
velop and environ God’s people as fellows. 

It is said in many places in the Bible how this 
divine presence and these divine personalities man- 
ifest their fellowship with us. It is said that they 
dwell zz us, giving to us the very life of God, and 
that they go defore us, opening doors and removing 
barriers for our heavenly progress, and that they 
come behind us, protecting us from the rear and 
keeping away our secret enemies, and that they 
dwell deneath us, keeping us from falling and 
guarding us from the under-world enemies of our 
lives, and that they are by our stde as our advo- 
cate to plead our case under the accusations of 
sin and the attacks of evil and that they are upon 
us to give us power and spiritual enduement. 
Thus we are enveloped with this holy fellowship. 
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The Credentials of This Divine Fellowship 


I would say for us to enjoy the fellowship of 
the Holy Trinity we must have the following 
credentials: 

1. Be in the family of God, having a spiritual 
birth from above. 

2. That we honor the head of the family and 

respect his authority. 

3. That we keep the Father’s commands, obey- 
ing the intimations of his divine will. 

4. ‘That we carry forward God’s program—nmis- 
sionary, educational and eleemosynary, even 
to the ends of the world. 

5. That we seek to live a life according to the 
model and stature found in Christ Jesus and 
that we practice the high, heavenly standards 
of life. 

6. That we seek, submerging self, Christ’s glory 
in all we do and all we have. 

7. That we put ourselves under the leadership 
of the divine Spirit, leaving our lives in his 
direction and protection in his hands. 
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The Earthly Fellowships 


We are not only to enjoy these heavenly fellow- 
ships but also the other glorious fellowships. 
Fellowships with God’s people in various forms 
are expressed in the New Testament. 2 Cor. 8: 4 
says, ““The Macedonians besought us with much 
entreaty that we would receive the gift, and take 
upon us the fellowship of the ministering of the 
saints; and in Acts 2: 42 it is said of the early 
disciples that, ““They continued stedfastly in the 
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking 
of bread, and in prayers.” Paul says in Phil. 
1: 3-5, “I thank my God upon every remembrance 
of you. Always in every prayer of mine for you 
all making request with joy, For your fellowship 
in the gospel from the first day until now.” Paul 
and the other writers of the New Testament lay 
heavy emphasis upon glorious fellowships in the 
different relationships and under different burdens 
of the gospel. They speak of “fellow sufferers,” 
Phil. 3: 10; and “fellow prisoners,” Rom. 16:7; 
and “fellow servants,” Rev. 19: 10; and “fellow 
workers,” Rom. 16:21; and “fellow helpers,” 3 
Jno. 8; and “fellow laborers,” Phil. 4: 3; and the 
“fellowship of codperation,” 1 Cor. 3:9 and Isa. 
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50:8. These different fellowships set out the 
gospel in codperation and show the different phases 
of comradeship in these great gospel tasks. 


Fellowships Forbidden 


There are certain fellowships which the gospel 


forbids our having, some of which are as follows: 
1, Eph. 5: 11—“‘And have no fellowship with 


3. 


the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather 
reprove them.” 

Rom. 16:17, 18—‘‘Now I beseech you, 
brethren, mark them which cause divisions 
and offences contrary to the doctrine which 
ye have learned; and avoid them. For they 
that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, 
but their own belly; and by good words and 
fair speeches deceive the hearts of the 
simple.” 

2 Cor. 6: 14-18—“‘Be ye not unequally yoked 
together with unbelievers: for what fellow- 
ship hath righteousness with unrighteous- 
ness? and what communion hath light with 
darkness? And what concord hath Christ 
with Belial? or what part hath he that be- 
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lieveth with an infidel? And what agree- 
ment hath the temple of God with idols? for 
ye are the temple of the living God; as God 
hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in 
them; and J will be their God, and they shall 
be my people. Wherefore come out from 
among them, and be ye separate, saith the 
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and 
I will receive you, and will be a Father unto 
you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, — 
saith the Lord Almighty.” 

. 2 Thess. 3:6—‘“Now we command you, 
brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from 
every brother that walketh disorderly, and 
not after the tradition which he received of 
us.” 

1 Tim. 6:3-5—“If any man teach other- 
wise, and consent not to wholesome words, 
even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
to the doctrine which is according to godli- 
ness, he is proud, knowing nothing, but dot- 
ing about questions and strifes of words, 
whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil sur- 
misings, perverse disputings of men of cor- 
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rupt minds, and destitute of the truth, sup- 
posing that gain is godliness: from such 
withdraw thyself.” 
These are some of the fellowships forbidden to 
God’s people by divine authority. 


Issues of Such Multiform Associations 


There are some glorious issues in contempla- 
tion and possession for the children of God who 
partake of these fellowships. 

1. Close acquaintance with God and with good 
men. 

2. Growing inspiration to righteousness. 

3. A vision of constantly enlarging opportuni- 
ties. 

4. A deepened and strengthened faith. 

5. An emboldened courage. 

6. Effectiveness in combined and codperative 
service. 

7. The tremendous impact of a codperating wit- 
ness to a lost world. 

8. “Fullness of joy in Christ Jesus.” 

g. A glorious approach to and appreciation of 
the heavenly and eternal home. 


SCRIPTURES 


1. Prov. 3: 9-10—‘‘Honour the Lord with thy 
substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine in- 
crease: So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, 
and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.” 

2. Luke 16: 2—“‘And he called him, and said 
unto him, How is it that I hear this of thee? 
give an account of thy stewardship; for thou may- 
est be no longer steward.” 

3. 1 Pet. 4: 10o—‘“As every man hath received 
the gift, even so minister the same one to an- 
other, as good stewards of the manifold grace of 
God.” 

4. 2 Cor. 8: 1-10; 9: 4-11—“Now, brothers, 
I have to tell you about the grace God has given 
to the churches of Macedonia. Amid a severe 
ordeal of trouble their overflowing joy and their 
deep poverty together have poured out a flood of 
rich generosity; I can testify that up to their 
means, aye and beyond their means, they have 
given—begging me of their own accord, most ur- 
gently, for the favor of contributing to the support 
of the saints. They have done more than I ex- 
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pected; they gave themselves to the Lord, to begin 
with, and then (for so God willed it) they put 
themselves at my disposal. This has led me to 
ask for the same gracious contribution among 
yourselves, as it was he who started it. Now then, 
you are to the front in everything, in faith, in 
utterance, in knowledge, in all zeal, and in love 
for us—do come to the front in this gracious enter- 
prise as well. I am not issuing any orders, only 
using the zeal of others to prove how sterling your 
own love is. (You know how gracious our Lord 
Jesus Christ was; rich though he was, he became 
poor for the sake of you, that by his poverty you 
might be rich.) But I will tell you what I think 
about it; it is to your interest to go on with this 
enterprise, for you started it last year, you were 
the first not merely to do anything but to want to 
do anything.” 

“I want you to be “all ready,’ as I have been 
telling them that you would be, in case any Mace- 
donians accompany me and find you are not ready 
—which would make me (not to speak of your- 
selves) ashamed of having been so sure. That is 
why I have thought it necessary to ask these 
brothers to go on in advance and get your promised 
contribution ready in good time. I want it to be 
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forthcoming as a generous gift, not as money 
wrung out of you. Mark this: he who sows spar- 
ingly will reap sparingly, and he who sows gen- 
erously will reap a generous harvest. Every one 
is to give what he has made up his mind to give; 
there is to be no grudging or compulsion about it, 
for God loves the giver who gives cheerfully. God 
is able to bless you with ample means, so that you 
may always have quite enough for any emergency 
of your own and ample besides for any kind act 
to others; as it is written, He scatters his gifts to 
the poor broadcast, his charity lasts forever.”’— 
Moffatt’s Translation. 

5. Mal. 3: 8-10—“‘Will a man rob God? Yet 
ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have 
we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are 
cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even 
this whole nation. Bring ye all the tithes into the 
storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, 
and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of 
hosts, if I will not open you the windows of 
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there 
shall not be room enough to receive it.” 

6. 1 John 3: 17—“But whoso hath this world’s 
goods, and seeth his brother have need, and shut 


96 TEN SPIRITUAL SHIPS 


up his bowels of compassion from him, how 
dwelleth the love of God in him?” 

7. Luke 12: 15-21—“‘And he said unto them, 
Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a 
man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of 
things which he possesseth. And he spake a par- 
able unto them, saying, The ground of a certain 
rich man brought forth plentifully: And he 
thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, 
because I have no room where to bestow my 
fruits? And he said, This will I do: I will pull 
down my barns, and build greater; and there will 
I bestow all my fruits and my goods. And I will 
say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up 
for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and 
be merry. But God said unto him, Thou fool, this 
night thy soul shall be required of thee: then 
whose shall those things be, which thou hast pro- 
vided? So is he that layeth up treasure for him- 
self, and is not rich toward God.” 

8. 1 Tim. 6:6-11—“But godliness with con- 
tentment is great gain. For we brought nothing 
into this world, and it is certain we can carry noth- 
ing out. And having food and raiment let us 
be therewith content. But they that will be rich 
fall into temptation, and a snare, and into many 
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foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in 
destruction and perdition. For the love of money 
is the root of all evil: which while some coveted 
after they have erred from the faith, and pierced 
themselves through with many sorrows. But 
thou, O man of God, flee these things: and follow 
after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, pa- 
tience, meekness.”’ 

g. Prov. 11:24, 25—“There is that scattereth, 
and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth 
more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty. The 
liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that 
watereth shall be watered also himself.” 

10. Matt. 6: 19-21—“‘Lay not up for your- 
selves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust 
doth corrupt, and where thieves break through 
and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves do not break through nor steal: 
For where your treasure is, there will your heart be 
also.” 

11. Lev. 27: 30—‘“And all the tithe of the 
land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the 
fruit of the tree, is the Lord’s: it is holy unto the 
Lord.” 

12. Ecc. 6:1, 2—“There is an evil which I 
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have seen under the sun, and it is common among 
men: A man to whom God hath given riches, 
wealth, and honor, so that he wanteth nothing for 
his soul of all that he desireth, yet God giveth 
him not power to eat thereof, but a stranger eateth 
it: this is vanity, and it is an evil disease.” 

13. 1 Cor. 16:2—“Upon the first day of the 
week let every one of you lay by him in store, as 
God hath ei him, that there be no gather- 
ings when I come.’ 

14. Acts 20:35—“I have Hove you all 
things, how that so laboring ye ought to sup- 
port the weak, and to remember the words of the 
Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.” 

15. Matt. 10: 8—“Heal the sick, cleanse the 
lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye 
have received, freely give.” 

16. 2 Cor. 9: 7—“Every man according as he 
purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudg- 
| eke or of necessity: for God loveth : a cheerful 
giver.” | 
17. 1 Cor. 4:2—‘‘Moreover it is required in 
stewards, that a man be found faithful.” 


CHAPTER VIII 
A PRESSING STEWARDSHIP 


Stewardship in the New Testament has a wide 
meaning. In 1 Cor. 4: 1 Paul speaks of ministers 
as the stewards of the mysteries of God; and in 
Col. 1:25 he says that he was made a steward 
to fulfill the Word of God. In Titus 1:7 he 
speaks of a bishop who must be blameless, the 
steward of God. In 1 Peter 4: 10 Peter says, “‘As 
every man hath received the gift, even so minister 
the same one to another, as good stewards of the 
manifold grace of God.” The larger meaning of 
steward covers life, personality, influence, time 
and talent; but I wish to discuss it as applying to 
our possessions as set out in Christ’s parable of 
the unjust steward in Luke 16: 1-12. The Greek 
word used for “‘steward’”’ is otxovduos and means 
the administrator of another’s property. The 
principles governing stewardship of money are 
the same as those embedded in our laws govern- 
ing trusteeship. We have used trusteeship in an- 
other sense, that is, trusteeship of the gospel. So, 
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in this chapter I confine myself to the New Testa- 
ment word “stewardship” and make it apply as 
Christ does in his parables to stewardship of pos- 
sessions. I use the word money to cover all 
earthly and material possessions. 


A Big Problem 


The money question is a mammoth one. It 
touches and affects life at every point and de- 
termines character, happiness, power, and often 
destiny. Society and civilization shape them- 
selves in a large way around the big money prob- 
lem. It goes deep into the very roots of the 
progress of religion. Paul discusses this question 
of the relationship of money to religion and its 
progress throughout the world in a very vital way 
in Romans 10: 14-15. He says, “How then shall 
they call on him in whom they have not believed? 
and how shall they believe in him of whom they 
have not heard? and how shall they hear without 
a preacher? And how shall they preach, except 
they be sent?’ He traces the question of the sal- 
vation of men vitally back to the money question, 
in sending and supporting preachers to preach the 
gospel to the lost that they might hear and hear- 
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ing they might believe and believing they might 
be saved. In its final analysis the salvation of the 
lost world on the human side depends on the liber- 
ality of God’s people in paying for and setting up 
the machinery which will carry the gospel to the 
lost. Just as money is vitally related to the 
world’s progress in material matters, so money 1s 
vitally related to the progress of the gospel. 


The Perils of Money 


Money-gaining, money-possessing, and money- 
using are all dangerous elements in life and char- 
acter. Let us look at some of them. 

1. “The love of money is the root of all evil” 
(1 Tim. 6:10). This scripture packs into 
the love of money the mammoth mountain 
of sin. 

2. Poverty and riches both have their perils. 
Either extreme of the money question in over- 
possession or under-possession carries with 
it a great many dangers. 

3. It is a very serious matter to possess money, 
since character and destiny are involved in 
its production, its ownership, its use. If we 
wrongly gain money and misuse it, abuse it, 
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hoard it, make it master, become slaves to it, 
it involves life in serious perils and reaches 
out far into the future in its influence. 


God Defines Our Attitude 


The Bible speaks much of money and posses- 
sions. It warns, instructs, commands and sets out 
plans for the use of money, and tells us the atti- 
tude his people should take to it. It warns us 
about money. In Prov. 23:5 it speaks of the 
transitoriness and uncertainty of money, “Wilt 
thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? for 
riches certainly make themselves wings; they fly 
away as an eagle toward heaven.” Jer. 9: 23-24, 
“Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory 
in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory 
in his might, let not the rich man glory in his 
riches. But let him that glorieth glory in this, 
that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am 
the Lord which exercise lovingkindness, judg- 
ment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these 
things I delight, saith the Lord.” Matt. 13: 22— 
“He also that received seed among the thorns is 
he that heareth the word; and the care of this 
world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the 
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word, and he becometh unfruitful.” Mark 10: 23 
—‘“And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto 
his disciples, How hardly shall they that have 
riches enter into the kingdom of God!” ‘This 
scripture indicates that riches imperil heaven, 
eternal salvation. 1 Tim. 6: 10-11 says, “For 
the love of money is the root of all evil: which 
while some coveted after, they have erred from the 
faith, and pierced themselves through with many 
sorrows. But thou, O man of God, flee these 
things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, 
faith, love, patience, meekness,” and in the 17th, 
18th and 10th verses, “Charge them that are rich 
in this world, that they be not highminded, nor 
trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, 
who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; that they 
do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to 
distribute, willing to communicate; Laying up in 
store for themselves a good foundation against 
the time to come, that they may lay hold on 
eternal life.” 

1. These are solemn warnings about the great 
money problem which every child of God 
‘must face. 

2. The Bible also directs us in liberality on the 
cheerfulness and blessedness of giving. Deut. 
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16:17, “Every man shall give as he is able, 
according to the blessing of the Lord thy God 
which he hath given thee.” 1 Cor. 16: 2— 
“Upon the first day of the week let every one 
of you lay by him in store, as God hath 
prospered him.” Lev. 27: 30—‘‘And all the 
tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the 
land, or of the fruit of the tree, is the Lord’s: 
it is holy unto the Lord.” Prov. 3:9, 10o— 
“Honor the Lord with thy substance, and 
with the first-fruits of all thine increase: So 
shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy 
presses shall burst out with new wine.” 
Prov. 11:24, 25—“‘There is that scattereth, 
and yet increaseth; and there is that with- 
holdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to 
poverty. The liberal soul shall be made fat: 
and he that watereth shall be watered also 
himself.” Luke 6: 38—“Give and it shall 
be given unto you; good measure, pressed 
down, and shaken together, and running over, 
shall men give into your bosom. For with 
the same measure that ye mete withal it shall 
be measured to you again.” Acts 20: 35— 
“Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, 
how he said, It is more blessed to give than 
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to receive.” 2 Cor. 9: 6-8—“But this I say, 
He which soweth sparingly shall reap also 
sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully 
shall reap also bountifully. Every man ac- 
cording as he purposeth in his heart, so let 
him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for 
God loveth a cheerful giver. And God is 
able to make all grace abound toward you; 
that ye always having all sufficiency in all 
things, may abound to every good work.” 
2 Cor. 8:2—Speaking of the churches of 
Macedonia Paul says, ‘““How that in a great 
trial of affliction the abundance of their joy 
and their deep poverty abounded unto the 
riches of their liberality.” Mal. 3:8-12— 
“Will aman rob God? Yet ye have robbed 
me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed 
thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed 
with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even 
this whole nation. Bring ye all the tithes 
into the storehouse, that there may be meat 
in mine house, and prove me now herewith, 
saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open 
you the windows of heaven, and pour you 
out a blessing, that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the 
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devourer for your sakes, and he shall not 

destroy the fruits of your ground; neither 

shall your vine cast her fruit before the time 

in the field, saith the Lord of hosts. And all 

nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be 

a delightsome land, saith the Lord of hosts.” 

These Scriptures certainly are God’s challenge 

to a happy liberality that seeks the unselfish serv- 

ice brought to the world by a distribution of 
money. 


God’s Plan for Our Money 


Bible stewardship ripens in the tithe and the 
tithe ripens into the church and denominational 
budget, that is, regular, systematic, proportionate, 
voluntary, liberal, joyous giving. 

1. The tithe. All the tithe brought regularly 
the first day of the week and turned into the 
treasury of Christ’s churches is unquestion- 
ably God’s plan for financing his kingdom. 
The following things can be said about the 
tithe. q 

(1) It is older than Abraham. Most of 
all the great nations of antiquity practiced 
tithing. There is evidence that the tithing 
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system was in vogue in Egypt 3800 years 
before Christ. It is also true that the Greeks, 
Phenicians, Romans and other great nations 
practiced tithing. 

(2) Abraham paid tithes to King Mel- 
chizedek who was a type of Christ. Thus 
the father of the faithful paid tithes to one 
who represented Jesus Christ, for the scrip- 
ture says, ““The Lord hath sworn and I will 
not repent. Thou art a priest forever after 
the order of Melchizedek’” (Psalm 110:4 
and Heb. 7: 1-24). 

(3) God commanded the tithe through 
Moses as the law of the Jews and it was their 
system of financing God’s kingdom until 
Christ came. 

(4) The Jews had to tithe everything and 
bring it all into God’s house and it was a holy 
thing and belonged to God (Lev. 27:30). 

(5) The closing chapter of the Old Testa- 
ment sets it out as binding on the Jews as 
they faced Christ’s coming. The last voice 
of the Old Testament sends in clarion tones 
to the coming new dispensation the law of the 
tithe—Mal. 3: 8-12. 


108 


TEN SPIRITUAL SHIPS 


(6) There are three things about the New 


Testament attitude toward tithing. 
a. The whole plan of money matters in the 


Cc. 


New Testament presumes the tithe every- 
where. It does not say much about it; 
but the system of financing God’s king- 
dom was based on a system of propor- 
tionate and regular giving. 

Christ commands and commends the tithe 
to the Jews—Matt. 23:23. He says, 
“This,” that is, tithing, “ye ought to do.” 
Christ did not abrogate the tithe. There 
were four great institutions brought over 
from the old dispensation which Christ 
did not abrogate—the moral law, the law 
of the Sabbath, the law of marriage, and 
the law of the tithe. The moral law 
preserves character. The law of the Sab- 
bath preserves worship and makes it a 
day of approach to God. The law of 
marriage preserves the home and the law 
of the tithe is meant to preserve the king- 
dom of Jesus Christ. In the Old Testa- 
ment the law of the tithe was from the 
legalistic point of view. In the New 
Testament it is the law of love, the vol- 
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untary, cheerful act of a believing, will- 
ing soul, as an act of gratitude to God 
for mercies given and opportunities of- 
fered. Grace and gratitude are the 
foundation of the law of the tithe in the 
New Testament. Jesus Christ did not 
revoke any of these four great institu- 
tions. If we as Christians refuse the law 
of the tithe, why not also the law of the 
Sabbath and of marriage and the highest 
standards of the moral law? 

(7) The Jew, under a system of legalism, 
with only a small nation and a limited terri- 
tory, with no system of schools to support, no 
hospitals, no great world-mission program, 
was compelled by the very law of life to 
give a tithe. Ought not then Christians with 
a world to save, with a great system of edu- 
cational, benevolent and missionary agencies, 
institutions and movements, with the obliga- 
tion on him to carry the gospel to the whole 
world, ought not Christians to do more than 
the Jews? Does God under grace and. 
Christ’s commission require less than he re- 
quired of his people in a land of 250 by 4o 
miles, more than he does with us who live 
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in a world as big as the limit of human 
needs? Surely if the Jew was required to 
tithe in that ancient day all of God’s people 
should more than tithe in this day. 

(8) The territory of Christianity is wid- 
ened by the geography of the world com- 
pared to the smallest of lands and the obliga- 
tions of Christians are enlarged by the 
multitudes of modern Christianity. Then, 
ought not the proportion of revenue in 
Christ’s kingdom be increased, especially 
when it is put on the basis of the law of love? 
God made the law of the tithe for his peo- 
ple in the beginnings of his kingdom. It is 
difficult to believe that Jesus would revise 
the law of giving to the measure of a down- 
ward scale. Every principle in the Old 
Testament in the hands of Jesus was en- 
larged and given a new meaning in the light 
of the law of love. 

(9) The tithe is not now difficult to find. 
The Federal Government helps and requires 
every man to figure out his income. The 
tithe means one-tenth of all your net income; 
not the part left after your expenses are taken 
out, but one-tenth of all your income; and 
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the Federal Income Tax Law has made it 
easy for the Christian to find out the will of 
Christ in his money. 

(10) The Lord demands the first fruits, 
not the last, but the first. In Christ’s law, it 
is not the family first nor self first nor busi- 
ness first, but God first. 

(11) The law requires that the tithe be 
brought, all of it, into the storehouse, the 
treasury of the churches—‘“Bring ye all the 
tithes into the storehouse.’ And these are 
to be distributed to the causes by the 
churches. 

(12) Offerings are voluntary gifts beyond 
the tithe and are necessary to keep us from 
robbing God—Mal. 3:8—and should be 
cheerfully given as the demands of Christ’s 
cause at home and abroad are brought to our 
knowledge. 

(13) Then the tithing plan was approved 
of God and put in force in his great Jewish 
program, approved and commended by Jesus 
Christ, presumed in all the New Testament. 
It is Just, proportionate, business-like, regu- 
lar, the best plan ever adopted by any age or 
people, and will adequately support all of 
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Christ’s causes, local and world-wide, and 
ought to be adopted by every member of 
every church. 


The Plan of the Tithe 


is set out in Mal. 3: 8-12 and 1 Cor. 16:2. A 
definite plan is proposed for the operation of the 
tithe. 

1. It is based on Bible stewardship and roots 
itself in grace and gratitude. 

2. Every member is required to give, hence uni- 
versally the church. 

3. The time for bringing the tithe in is set— 
“The first day of the week’”—hence regular. 

4. The tenth of the income is set up as the mini- 
mum and free-will offerings are encouraged 
for all the members of a church. 

5. All the tithes should be brought and de- 
posited in the storehouse, the treasury of the 
Lord. 

6. It should be done cheerfully and gladly. 

7. A tenth of one’s income is the lower gate of 
liberality. Freewill offerings open the upper 
gate; and all one possesses is the upper limit. 

Now, this plan necessitates an every-member 
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canvass, unified budget, and a program which will 
take care of all the causes fostered by the kingdom 
of Christ. It presumes individual, church and de- 
nominational codperation in Christ’s world-wide 
program for the winning of men, the education of 
men and the healing of men’s bodies, hence, mis- 
sions, education and benevolence. 


The Crime of Violating the Tithe—Robbery of 
God 


The burning question comes ringing down 
through the centuries as the last voice of the last 
book in the Old Testament, “Will a man rob 
God? Ye have robbed me in tithes and in offer- 
ings.” Is it right, is it moral, is it Christian for a 
man who professes to love the Lord Jesus Christ, 
is a member of his blood-bought church, who 
recognizes God’s ownership of himself and all 
things and knows that he has a binding steward- 
ship in the light of God’s Word and feels the pres- 
sure of Christ’s call and command to carry the 
gospel to all the world, is it right for him to with- 
hold God’s part, the holy tithe, from God? The 
Christian is a child of God, under the law of grace, 
conscience bound to carry the gospel around the 
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world. He owes the world a debtorship. He is a 
trustee of the gospel; he is the guardian of souls; 
he is in a sacred partnership with Jesus Christ 
in this world-task. Is it right for him to take 
from God the only part he claims in this partner- 
ship? It is not treating our partner right. In the 
light of what God says and in the light of what 
he requires of his children, is it not a high crime 
in Zion to rob God in tithes and in offerings? 


The Fruit of the Tithe 


The tithe conscientiously practiced, according 
to the promises of God, fruits in a three-fold 
blessing to his people. 

1. He says he will open the windows of heaven 
and pour out blessings abundant upon us— 
spiritual . blessings, material blessings, per- 
sonal blessings, family blessings, national 
blessings, church blessings, world-wide bles- 
sings. ) 

2. He promises to give us a protective blessing. 
He will destroy those insects and other things 
that come to destroy our crops and our in- 
vestments. He shows that God’s love and 
watchful care is over us in our crops, in our 
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industries, in the great machinery of the com- 
mercial world. 

He says, “I will cause all nations to call ye 
blessed.”’ It is the way for us individually 
and as great groups of God’s people to estab- 
lish a world-wide reputation among the 
heathen of the world and have them call us 
blessed. 


Three Burning Questions 


Mr. H. Z. Duke, a prominent Texas Baptist 


layman, once asked God’s men the following three 
burning questions: 


1. 


“What are you worth to Christ’s cause apart 
from your money? If God were to take your 
money from you, what would you in your 
own personality be worth to Christ’s cause?” 
“What is your money worth to Christ’s cause 
apart from you? If he were to take you from 
your money, what would it do for the ad- 
vancement of his glory through the earth?” 
“What are you and your money together 
worth to Christ’s causes? What are you 
doing for him, since he allows you and your 
money to remain together?” 
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What Is the Church Budget? 


The answer to this question is simple. 

1. It is a plan to support local and denomina- 
tional needs from a common treasury. 

2. It demands an every-member canvass and an 
annual subscription to all the causes sup- 
ported by the church based on Bible steward- 
ship. 

3. The plan demands all the gifts of the people, 
tithes and offerings, to be turned into the 
church and distributed from the church 
treasury, as indicated by the wish and vote 
of the church. 

4. It demands every Sunday giving, the first 
day of the week, and it demands that the 
treasurer of the church at least once a month 
sends to the denominational treasury the 
funds belonging to the wide kingdom in- 
terests. 

This in brief is the church budget, and is the 
best plan yet devised for the support of all the 
local and kingdom enterprises. 

Remember in facing this great question of 
stewardship the following pointed questions which 
are turned toward your soul: 
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. Christ sits over against the treasury (Mark 
12:41) watching the people cast in their 
money. He measures our gifts not by what 
we give but what we have left after we give. 
. God gives us the power to get wealth (Deut. 
8:18). 

. You are not your own; you are bought with 
a price, even the precious blood of the Lord 
Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 6:20). 

. Christ’s causes are all suffering for liberal, 
systematic codperation in financial support 
and they are dependent upon the liberality 
of God’s people. 

. God is a good collector and he makes no 
promise to the disobedient and neglectful 
and unfaithful. 

. That you rob God, if you do not tithe and 
make special offerings. 

. Christ commands us that every one of us 
lay by in store on the first day of the week. 


. That the liberal soul shall be made fat and 


that God’s love is for the liberal giver and 
that giving is much more blessed than re- 
ceiving. 

. That your stewardship may be taken from 
you if you are an unfaithful steward. 
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10. That God requires in every steward “‘that he 
be found faithful.” ‘Give an account of 
thy stewardship” (Luke 16:2). 

11. The safest place for our treasures is in heaven 
where no moth nor rust nor thieves can hurt 
or molest. 

In closing this chapter, I ask of the reader, Are 
you rich toward God? If not, begin now and 
practice the glorious art of stewardship fruiting 
in the tithe and ripening in the church budget. 


CHAPTER IX 
A ROYAL PARTNERSHIP 


Life is full of partnerships. Parenthood is a 
partnership, marriage is, society is, government Is, 
our Christian churches are partnerships. Life 
would be barren and the world a desert without 
the fellowships and joys and strength that come 
from the partnerships of life. The highest ex- 
pression of partnership is found in our relation- 
ship to Jesus Christ—the great partner of man. 
Jesus is the link between divine and human part- 
nerships. He links God to man and man to God 
and holds them together. The two Greek words 
used most frequently in the New Testament to 
define and express this relationship are ovvepyoc 
and xowwvds. These words mean “workers to- 
gether,” “‘co-laborers,”’ “partners,” “equal partic- 
ipants.’ Paul says in 1 Cor. 3:9, “We are 
laborers together with God.” ‘That is, our rela- 
tionship with God is a partnership. God owns the 
business we are in and he owns us. He furnishes 
the capital and gives us the strength and wisdom 
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to operate. To operate this big business in which 
God and man are the agents, he makes us stewards 
and trustees of his property. He asks that we be 
faithful and make his possessions yield the largest 
possible dividends, consistent with honesty and 
good business, without oppression or usury; and 
he then requires that we render an account on 
two points, that is, that we pay into his treasury 
one-tenth of the increase in this partnership and 
that this tithe be the firstfruits, not what is left 
after we enjoy the first and best, but the firstfruits. 
The doctrine of the tithe gives recognition to the 
preéminence of God in the affairs of men and puts 
him and his interests above self and its interests. 
Sin claims for self the first and best and for the 
things of self the preéminence over the things of 
God, but the heart of Christianity claims the first 
and best for God and the things of God and after 
that the interests of self and family. Then the 
other point on which we are to render account is 
that we use the balance after we have taken out 
God’s part, his tithe which is “holy unto the 
Lord,” in such a way as to advance his cause and 
promote our character and growth in all that is 
good and useful. We have no right to use his 
tithe on ourselves nor to abuse our nine tithes. 


~ 
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We are still stewards of what we retain of the 
nine-tenths. 


God’s Part and Duty in This Partnership ) 
A study of the Word of God justifies the fol- 


lowing points touching God’s responsibility in 
this human-divine partnership which gathers in 
and around regeneration. 


1% 


He holds fee simple title to us and ours. He 
is the owner and we are only stewards. 

His absolute right of disposal of all we claim 
or of us ourselves as well. He can take away 
our possessions from us or us from our pos- 
sessions without charge of crime. When a 
man dies and leaves all he has gained through 
a long life of frugality, economy and indus- 
try and business acumen, either to his family 
or to the government, no one would charge 
God with a crime; nor when by storm or fire 
or drouth or other misfortune or calamity 
one’s possessions are taken from him and he 
is left a pauper, no criminality is charged 
against the providence of God. God is too 
good to do wrong and too wise to make a 
mistake and we are in his hands. 
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God contracts to furnish all raw materials 
for our successful operation, such as life, 
strength, wisdom, food, clothes, soil, rain, 
sunshine and the climatic conditions under 
which the ground produces, and the wisdom 
and business acumen which bring success. It 
is God who giveth us power to make wealth. 
We are to yield our talents, time, energy, 
prudence, sagacity, etc., and add them, under 
God’s blessing, to the raw material which 
God furnishes. 

God’s favor is an essential factor. Without 
him we can do nothing. Our dependence on 
him is absolute. 

He has promised his divine codperation for 
the highest success of the business we are in 
together. His resources are limitless and he 
gives us, on certain conditions, the keys to 
his inexhaustible supply-house. 

God requires an account to be rendered. The 
parable of the unjust steward and the parable 
of the talents are illustrations of man’s ac- 
countability to God for what God entrusts 
into his hands. We must give an account of 
our administration of this codperative part- 


10. 
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nership and he requires faithfulness in the 
discharge of all our duties. 


. Our partner, God, is a liberal partner. He 


does not stint us. He freely gives with 
Christ all things necessary for the successful 
promotion of our business. God’s supply of 
soil, sun, water, productivity, mercy, light 
and love has never been exhausted. He is 
not a stingy God. God codperates fully 
wherever and whenever we faithfully do our 
part. 

He promises guidance, wisdom and power 
beyond ourselves whenever we feel the need 
and call on him. 

This partnership, in accord with the terms 
and work of Christianity, is voluntary and 
without compulsion. We freely go in with 
him in the Christian task with our will and 
whole personality, saying, “Yes” tohim. He 
says in Psalm 110:3, ‘My people shall be 
volunteers in the day of my power.” 

This partnership is one of love and mutual 
interest and success. He shares with us the 
blessings and will give us our deserved re- 
wards here and hereafter. Love is the su- 
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preme motive in this partnership and it 1s 
the supreme binding and lifting power in 
it all. | 


Our Share in This Responsibility 


Whole-hearted voluntariness to start with. 
We must give ourselves first of all and with- 
out reserve and yield our talents and time to 
the divine will and leadership. 

Soulful and simple obedience to Christ’s 
Lordship and God’s ownership and complete 
compliance with his Word and way, as far as 
it is possible for us to do it. 

We are to honor him as the sentor and prin- 
cipal member of the partnership, the real 
owner of the business. He says, “Him that 
honoreth me, him will I honor.” 

We are to codperate with him in the highest 
interests of this big world-business in which 
we are engaged together and we must codper- 
ate with each other. He sets out the prin- 
ciples of codperation in his revealed Word. 
It is a three-fold codperation—a codperation 
in walk, a codperation in doctrine, a codpera- 
tion in works. Weare to walk together. We 
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are to have the same mind in Christ and 
believe the same great fundamental princi- 
ples, clearly set out in his Word. And we 
are to give full-strength codperation to the 
tasks defined in his commission and set out 
in Christ’s life and his precepts and that of 
the apostles. The tasks he set for us were 
winning, building and healing tasks; and in 
every expression of these and wherever there 
is a need of them we are to go with him full- 
heartedly to the task. 

We are justly and rightly to divide divi- 
dends. His liberality in setting the standard 
of division is the wonder of the world. He 
asks us to give ourselves over to him and give 
him at least one-seventh of our time and one- 
tenth of the profits or dividends resulting 
from this partnership. He makes it a crime, 
the worst of crimes, for us not to divide on 
the basis set out in his words in Mal. 3: 8-10. 
This is the law of financial division set out 
for us and he tells us that his part is his part 
and is holy unto him and for us to take any 
of the one-tenth is the high crime of robbery 
of God. He requires one-tenth of the profits 
and thank-offerings besides. He says it is 
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robbery of the worst sort to default in the 
proper division of the profits. 

We are not free to use as we please the nine- 
tenths left after God’s liberal division of the 
dividends of the partnership. Our use of 
that must be governed by the laws of pru- 
dence, economy, liberality, justice and right- 
eousness. He forbids waste and corruption 
and sin in the use of our part of the divi- 
dends. Misuse, abuse, wasteful use of a part 
of the nine-tenths on our part is a violation 
of the sacred law of this divine partnership. 
There is great danger that by our unfaith- 
fulness, we will lose our stewardship, our 
chance to carry on business with Christ. This 
does not involve our salvation; but it does 
involve our service. God commends econ- 
omy, prudence in the use of what he lets us 
have, and he desires that we so use money as 
to make it prepare friends for us in the day 
to come. He tells us that we can be rich 
towards God by the right use of our money 
here and that we can lay up treasures in 
heaven and that the friends made by the 
prudent use of the unrighteous mammon will 
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greet us and receive us in the eternal habita- 
tions. There is wonderful reénforcement in 
the realization, appreciation and appropria- 
tion of this divine partnership. Think what 
it means to be linked up with Jesus Christ, 
the God of all resources, who is infinite and 
boundless in his ability to furnish the needed 
things for this partnership! Think of the 
joys of comradeship and fellowship with 
him! Each child of God should realize the 
value of being thus yoked together with our 
great God in this world-remaking task and, 
as far as possible, live up to the highest re- 
sponsibilities of this great divine partnership. 


JESUS IS NEAR 


“T am glad that so well the dear Saviour I know 
That I fear not to take Him my needs and my 
woe; 
As my helper, on Him I have learned to depend, 
And in all of my troubles Pve found Him a 
friend. 


“T have been on the mount, in the wilderness, too, 
And the Valley of Baca—T’ve traveled it thru; 
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But the valley was light and the desert was fair, 
For I found that my Saviour was waiting me 
there. 


“T have been in the cloud; I have been in the dark; 
On the deep, tossing sea with my frail, shallow 
bark; 
But the cloud and the dark of the night disap- 
pear, 
And the waters are quiet, for Jesus is near. 


“Thru the heat of the day, from the earliest morn, 

I have borne many burdens I could not have 
borne; 

Had not Jesus, the dear, loving Saviour, each day 

Been my comfort and helper along the dark way. 


“T am glad, as we sail down the rough sea of life, 

With the wind and the wave beating round us in 
strife; 

There is One who is watching the rock and the 
shoal, 

And will guide us all safe to the home of the 
soul.” 


SCRIPTURES 


1. John 14: 3—“And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again, and receive you 
unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be 
also.” 

2. 1 Thess. 4:17, 18—““Then we which are 
alive and remain shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: 
and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Where- 
fore comfort one another with these words.” 

3. 1 John 3: 2—“Beloved, now are we the sons 
of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall 
be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we 
shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.” 

4. John 17: 24—“Father, I will that they also, 
whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; 
that they may behold my glory, which thou hast 
given me: for thou lovedst me before the founda- 
tion of the world.” 

5. Rom. 8: 17—“‘And if children, then heirs; 
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be 
that we suffer with him, that we may be also 
glorified together.” 
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6. 2 Cor. 8: go—‘For ye know the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet 
for our sakes he became poor, that ye through his 
poverty might be rich.” 


CHAPTER X 
AN ETERNAL COMPANIONSHIP 


As we look from the heights of the gospel table- 


land of these great truths back upon God’s owner- 
ship of us, our royal sonship, our burning 
debtorship, our gospel trusteeship, our guardian- 
ship of souls, the responsibility of our ambassador- 
ship, the deep meaning of our financial steward- 
ship and the joys of this heavenly partnership, we 
face some golden, heavenly truths. 


l. 


= 


oo oan bel og aero 


Jesus is coming back again—Acts 1: 10-11, 
John 14: 3. 

He is now preparing a place for us—John 
iby 

He is the way to that place—John 14: 6. 
We shall see him as he is—1 John 2: 2. 

We shall be like him—1 John 3:2. 

We shall see his glory—John 17: 24. 

We shall share his riches in glory—Rom. 
S72 Cor..o: O. 

No death, no tears, no separation, no sin 


will be there to mar or to cause a sorrow. 
131 
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g. We shall be forever with the Lord—1 Thess. 
ASt7, Jonn 1473, John 17: 24, 

These golden truths should cheer our hearts as 
we face the future with these heavy responsibili- 
ties on us. They should throw light upon every 
darkened pathway and cheer upon every hour of 
discouragement and the rainbow of hope on every 
darkening cloud. ‘The very contemplation of 
these truths should drive sorrow and anxiety and 
fear from us and cause us to have that perfect 
peace which comes to those whose hearts are stayed 
on Christ. We should stand on tiptoe and hear 
the encouraging words in Hebrews 12: 1-3, 
“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about 
with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which doth so easily 
beset us, and let us run with patience the race that 
is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and 
finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and is set down at the right hand of the throne 
of God. For consider him that endureth such 
contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye 
be wearied and faint in your minds.” 


AN ETERNAL COMPANIONSHIP 133 


The Riches of Such Companionship 


The New Testament speaks of the riches of 
Christ’s glory and'that we are heirs and joint-heirs 
with all that Christ possesses and will possess. Let 
us look at the items of our inexhaustible riches as 
we shall live forever with Christ. 


1. 


This companionship will be enriched by the 
realities and glories of the endless, sorrow- 
less, sinless life, all these in the presence of 
our Saviour. 

It will be in the realm of holiness and right- 
eousness, perfected and made eternal. 

Its glories will be beyond the carnal mind to 
even imagine. Its New Testament descrip- 
tion employs the most extravagant imagery 
in the English language, straining even man’s 
fondest imagination and expectation. — 
Every indication is that our relation with 
God, Christ and the Holy Spirit will be a 
great family relationship, hence, intimate, 
cordial, social, loving and of the very hap- 
piest sort. 

It will be the ripened fruit and endless re- 
wards of the work of grace to the faithful 
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performance of all the duties of God’s owner- 
ship, our sonship, debtorship, trusteeship, 
stewardship and all these other special duties 
and pressing obligations put on us by our 
relationship to Christ in the terms of the 
gospel. Salvation is not one of the rewards 
of faithfulness. That is an issue of regenera- 
tion itself. But there are many crowns 
promised to faithfulness. One of the great 
messages of the last book in the Bible, the 
book of Revelation, is faithfulness to the end, 
faithfulness in service, in loyalty, in codpera- 
tion, in faith, even in sacrifice unto death. 
Each child of God should seek the rewards 
and ripened fruit of a life of faithfulness in 
the service of Christ. Faithfulness is not 
one of the conditions of our salvation. It is 
one of the proofs of our salvation. Success 
is not a crown of character; but faithfulness 
is. None of us has to be successful; but all 
of us ought to be faithful in order that our 
fellowship and our partnership and our 
eternal companionship with Christ shall not 
be marred by our recreancies to duty, by our 


disloyalty to the requirements of our God. 
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He who rides in these ten “ships” will sail the 
high seas and enter triumphantly into the eternal 
haven of rest with the glad welcome greeting him 
from the glories of the other world—“Enter thou 
into the joys of thy Lord. Thou hast been faith- 
ful over a few things: I will make thee ruler over 
many things.” May the full realization of these 
glorious spiritual ships give to God and man full 
proof of our worthy discipleship. 


THE END 
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